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Explosion  Rocks  Chinatown 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

A  powerful  explosion  rocked 
Chinatown  January  6,  destroy¬ 
ing  the  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association’s 

(CCBA)  four-story  brick  and 
wood  building  at  14  Uxlord 
Street  and  shaking  buildings, 
shattering  windows  and  bend¬ 
ing  street  signs  on  surrounding 
blocks. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the 
explosion,  firefighters  contin¬ 
ued  to  battle  the  blaze  which 
had  erupted,  as  stories  of 
danger,  destruction,  fortune, 
heroism  and  miracles  quickly 
emerged.  But  also  in  its  wake 
came  numerous  issues.  Did  the 
explosion  result  from  natural 

gas  escaping  from  a  Boston  Gas 
omoany  underground  main? 
What  caused  the  main  to  break? 
Were  there  any  steps  which 
could  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  the  explosion?  Are 
existing  safety  programs  and 
procedures  adequate?  How  ex¬ 
tensive  are  the  damages?  Who 
will  be  held  legally  liable  for  the 
injuries  and  damages  resulting 
from  the  explosion?  What  is  the 
likelihood  of  another  explosion 
of  this  kind  happening  again? 

Some  of  these  issues  appar¬ 
ently  have  been  resolved,  while 
others,  just  beginning  to  take 
shape  as  the  SAMPAN  went  to 
press,  will  go  on  for  days, 
months,  and  perhaps,  years. 

Notification  and  Response 

Within  an  hour  before  the 
explosion  at  8:02  a.m.  last 
Thursday,  two  people  had 
placed  calls  to  Boston  Gas  to 
report  there  was  a  strong  odor 
of  gas  on  Oxford  Street. 

A1  Patterson,  field  supervisor 
for  Peabody  Construction  Co., 
arrived  to  work  on  the  Chinese 
Economic  Development  Coun¬ 
cil’s  (CEDC)  Oxford  Street 
Housing  project  at  about  6:50 
a.m.  and  detected  an  odor  of 
gas  in  the  air.  As  the  odor  grew, 
he  became  concerned,  placed 
an  initial  call  to  Boston  Gas 
between  7:15  a.m.  and  7:20 
a.m.  and  was  told  a  man  would 
be  sent  down  to  investigate. 

About  ten  to  fifteen  minutes 
later,  as  the  odor  became  still 


stronger,  he,  along  with  fellow 
workers,  walked  down  the  nar¬ 
row  street  to  a  recently  filled 
trench  where  the  smell  of  gas 
seemed  most  intense.  The 
trench,  located  directly  in  front 
of  14  Oxford  Street,  had  been 
dug  and  filled  just  two  days 
earlier  by  the  Tony  Volante 
Sewer  Service  Co.  There  the 
construction  workers  saw  a 

Cuddle  of  rain  with  natural  gas 
ubbling  through. 

Patterson  placed  a  second  can 
to  the  gas  company  to  say  that 
the  situation  was  serious  and  no 
one  had  arrived  yet.  He  said  the 
Boston  Gas  employee  told  him 
someone  was  on  the  way  down, 
but  he  “thought  it  was  taken 
lightly.’’  About  30  seconds 
before  the  explosion,  a  Boston 
Gas  service  representative  ar¬ 
rived  and  he  and  Patterson 
began  walking  out  from  the  lot 
adjacent  to  the  Oxford  Street 
Housing.  Then,  “I  heard  a  loud 
explosion,  and  there  was  smoke 
all  down  this  street.  It  was  in 
darkness.  I  ran  for  my  life.  . 
There  were  flames  within  about 
30  seconds  of  the  explosion.  It 
was  an  inferno,”  Patterson 
recalled. 

According  to  Henry  Wong, 
owner  of  the  four-story  building 
at  16  Oxford  Street  where  he 
lived  and  ran  his  business, 
Shanghai  Printing  Co.,  since 
1946,  he  also  telephoned 
Boston  Gas  on  its  emergency 
line  around  7:15  a.m.  After 
being  put  on  hold  for  about 
three  minutes,  he  said,  he  told  a 
Boston  Gas  employee  that  he 
smelled  gas  in  the  area.  The 
employee,  whom  Wong  noted 
did  not  speak  English  well,  in  ¬ 
formed  him  that  the  gas  com¬ 
pany  was  already  aware  of  the 
problem,  but  the  rest  of  what  he 
said  was  unintelligible.  As  far 
as  Wong  knew,  no  one  was  sent 
down  to  investigate. 

On  the  day  following  the 
explosion,  Frank  Arricale,  man¬ 
ager  of  public  information  at 
Boston  Gas,  stated,  “The  tele¬ 
phone  calls  for  us  is  not  a 
problem,  no  longer  an  issue. 
We  know  there  was  some 
concern  about  it  early  yester¬ 
day.” 

Continued  on  page  6 


Boston  Gas  workers  dig  amid  rising  water  on  the  corner  of  Oxford  and  Beach  Streets  in  order  to 
shut  off  a  gas  main.  [Photo  by  Doris  Sue  Wong] 


CCBA  Calls  Emergency  Meeting 


/ 

By  Anna  Yee 

“Due  to  unknown  reasons,  the 
office  building  (of  the  Chinese 
Consolidated  Benevolent  Asso¬ 
ciation)  exploded.  The  whole 
building  went  down.  Luckily, 
the  only  resident  who  was  in  the 
building  at  the  time  was  able  to 
escape.”  Bill  Chin,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  CCBA  who  was  voted  to 
extend  his  chairmanship  recent¬ 
ly,  began  his  report  at  an 
Emergency  Council  Meeting 
held  at  5:15  p.m.  January  6  on 
the  status  of  the  CCBA  after  the 
disastrous  explosion  which  oc- 
cured  earlier  that  morning. 

He  reported  to  38  representa¬ 
tives  from  Boston  Chinese 
community  organizations  and 
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three  reporters  of  various  ac¬ 
tions  taken  by  the  CCBA  after 
the  explosion.  Sam  Bonnacorso, 
the  legal  counsel  for  CCBA  and 
Herbert  and  Peter  Gove,  the 
insurance  agents  for  CCBA 
were  also  present  in  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

“We  have  placed  priority-one 
requests  for  the  residents  who 
lived  on  the  second  and  fourth 
floors  (of  14  Oxford  Street)  at 
both  Tai  Tung  Village  and 
Mass.  Pike  Tower,”  he  re¬ 
ported. 

“CCBA  has  a  $35,000  insur¬ 
ance  policy  which  covers  fire 
only  on  the  building  structure.  ’  ’ 
Herbert  Gove  stated  in  the 
meeting.  “This  policy  does  not 
cover  the  explosion.  The  only 


question  in  my  mind  is  how 
much  damage  was  done  by  the 
fire,  and  how  much  damage  was 
done  by  the  explosion.”  He 
indicated  there  is  no  insurance 
for  the  contents  of  the  building, 
such  as  furnishings  and  office 
equipment. 

According  to  Bill  Chin,  the 
initial  estimated  property  loss 
(excluding  the  building  struc¬ 
ture)  is  close  to  $13,000. 
Potentially,  CCBA  is  losing 
almost  $10,000  per  year  from 
loss  of  rental  income  from  the 
4-unit  building  after  its  reloca¬ 
tion  to  the  old  Quincy  School  on 
Tyler  Street.  Aside  from  mone¬ 
tary  losses,  records  and  docu¬ 
ments  accumulated  through  the 
history  of  New  England  CCBA, 


which  was  formed  almost  100 
years  ago,  were  lost.  Also  gone 
were  files  of  funding  proposals, 
for  the  Kwong  Kow  Renovation 
Plan,  membership  fee  records, 
a  xerox  machine,  and  type¬ 
writer. 

Bing  Yew  Lam,  chair  of  the 
Lam  Family  Association,  also 
reported  at  the  meeting  that  the 
organization  suffered  a  loss  of 
approximately  $9, 000-$  10, 000 
when  the  explosion  destroyed 
its  newly  renovated  and  fur¬ 
nished  third  floor  office.  The 
Lam  Family  Association  was 
formally  dedicated  on  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  1982.  He  requested  help 
to  rebuild  the  association’s 
office. 

In  an  overseas  telegram 


which  was  read  during  the 
meeting,  S.N.  Mao,  chair  of  the 
Overseas  Chinese  Commission 
of  the  Republic  of  China, 
expressed  his  shock  and  sym¬ 
pathy  on  this  matter.  Two 
members  from  the  Coordination 
Council  of  North  American 
affairs,  Boston  Office,  were  also 
present  at  the  meeting. 

The  only  resolution  passed 
during  the  half-hour  emergency 
meeting  was  to  accept  the  space 
offered  from  the  Chinese  Eco¬ 
nomic  Development  Association 
as  CCBA’s  temporary  office. 
For  those  who  wish  to  contact 
CCBA,  please  contact  CEDC,  31 
Beach  Street,  second  floor, 
Boston,  02111,  Tel:  (617)  482- 
1011. 
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Women's  Conference  To  Focus  On  Family,  Work  And  Community 


ASIA  (Asian  Sisters  In  Ac¬ 
tion),  a  group  of  Asian  women 
from  the  New  England  area,  are 
presenting  a  one-day  confer¬ 
ence  for  Asian  women  on  March 
5.  “Bridges  to  Ourselves:  A 
Conference  for  and  about  Asian 
Women,”  will  be  co-sponsored 
with  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee’s  New  Eng¬ 
land  Regional  Office. 

“Bridges  to  Ourselves”  will 
consist  of  workshops  focusing 
on  three  areas  of  interest: 
family,  work  and  community. 

Family  workshops  will  in¬ 


clude  such  topics  as  moth¬ 
er/daughter  relationships,  rela¬ 
tionships  with  men  and  parent¬ 
ing.  Workshops  on  work  will 
cover  issues  such  as  women  and 
unions,  women  in  management 
and  racism  in  the  workplace. 
Community  workshops  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  issues  such  as  political 
activism,  roots  and  causes  of 
racism  and  growing  up  Asian  in 
the  U.S. 

ASIA  was  formed  by  a  group 
of  Boston-area  women  who  met 
at  a  1980  conference  on  racism. 
The  group’s  purpose  is  to 


provide  a  networking  source  for 
local  Asian  women  and  also  to 
organize  or  contribute  to  pro¬ 
jects  of  relevance  to  the  Asian 
community.  Some  past  efforts 
have  included  participating  in 
marches  such  as  “Take  Back 
the  Night,”  a  march  to  publicize 
the  need  for  women’s  safety  in 
the  streets  and  the  June  12 
nuclear  disarmament  march  in 
New  York  City;  organizing  a 
mixed-media  presentation  by 
East  Coast  Asian  American 
women  for  International  Wo¬ 
men’s  Day;  entering  teams  in 
the  Bonnie  Bell  10K  Marathon 


in  Boston;  and  assisting  in  the 
Dragon  Boat  Festival,  an  annual 
celebration  of  Asian  culture  and 
history. 

The  American  Friends  Ser¬ 
vice  Committee  has  a  long 
history  of  community  involve¬ 
ment  and  education.  “Bridges 
to  Ourselves”  will  mark  their 
first  collaborative  event  with  a 
New  England  Asian  women’s 
group. 

Anna  Fang,  publicity  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  conference, 
expressed  excitement  about  the 
scope  of  Bridges  to  Ourselves. 
“We  are  contacting  college 


Volunteers  Take  Steps  To  Rejuvenate  Local  OCA  Chapter 


By  Gloria  Chun 

Larry  Ho,  Gordon  McKay 
professor  of  engineering  and 
applied  mathematics  at  Harvard 
University,  is  taking  steps  along 
with  several  other  volunteer 
members  to  rejuvenate  the 
inactive  New  England  chapter 
of  the  Organization  of  Chinese 
Americans  (OCA). 

In  1978,  said  Ho,  the  New 
England  chapter  was  organized. 
But  the  organization  locally  has 
not  done  anything  since  1980, 
he  said,  when  George  Pan,  the 
chapter  president,  resigned  and 


no  efforts  to  select  a  new 
president  were  attempted. 

Ho,  along  with  Howard  Lee, 
who  headed  up  a  Dukakis-for- 
Governor  committee  among 
Chinese  voters  this  fall,  and 
Yen  Shu  Lynn  Chao,  Chang- 
Chih  Chao  and  Gloria  Chun, 
hopes  to  reorganize  the  chapter. 

The  national  OCA  is  a 
nonprofit,  non-partisan  organi¬ 
zation  serving  as  an  advocate 
for  Chinese  Americans.  Its 
national  headquarters  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  has  represented 
the  interests  of  Chinese  Ameri¬ 
cans,  particularly  in  the  areas  of 


legislation,  education  and  immi¬ 
gration.  In  particular,  OCA  is 
actively  involved  in  promoting 
political  participation  of  Chi¬ 
nese  Americans,  eliminating 
discriminatory  laws  and  serving 
as  a  watchdog  for  the  Chinese 
American  community 

“It  is  not  the  intention  of 
OCA  to  become  involved  in 
domestic  Chinese  politics  and  to 
take  sides  with  respect  to 
Taiwan  and  the  Mainland,” 
said  Larry  Ho.  “We  hope  that 
OCA-New  England  when  estab¬ 
lished  will  be  the  voice  of  New 
England  Chinese  Americans  at 


the  local,  state  and  national 
level.” 

Ho  expressed  hope  that  a 
wide  and  diverse  range  of 
Chinese  Americans  from 
throughout  New  England  will 
take  an  active  role  in  helping 
the  local  chapter  of  the  OCA  to 
re-organize. 

Ho  said  members  are  needed, 
and  a  core  of  active  members  to 
help  the  chapter  reorganize 
immediately  needed.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Ho  at 
Pierce  Hall  at  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Cambridge,  02138,  or  call 
195-3992. 


Despite  Rising  Costs,  SAMPAN  Survives  Through  The  Years 


Money  was  not  an  issue 
for-  SAMPAN  during  its 
early  years:  there  simply 
wasn’t  any  money  for  the 
struggling  newspaper. 
For  the  first  year,  there 
were  minimal  costs  in¬ 
volved:  people  donated 
time,  their  homes,  their 
equipment,  their  sup¬ 
plies. 

SAMPAN  staff  would 
look  around  and  say 
“What  can  we  beg,  bor¬ 
row  or  steal?”  There  was 
a  lot  of  begging  and  a  lot 
of  borrowing  and  even  today,  SAMPAN  still  does  a  lot  of 
both.  But  the  financial  history  of  the  SAMPAN  must  start 
with  a  look  at  the  wealth  of  support  from  the  community  and 
from  the  volunteer  staff  without  which  SAMPAN  could  not 
have  surfaced  and  survived  beyond  Year  1. 

Early  ‘Free’  Years 

Everyone  had  to  chip  in.  There  was  no  other  way.  But  then, 
SAMPAN  was  a  simple  newspaper  with  limited  coverage,  a 
bit  gossipy  and  cute,  still  growing  out  of  what  historically  had 
been  the  old  CACA  membership  newsletter. 

Staff  at  the  then-new  CACA  Multi-Service  Center,  first 
located  at  the  Maryknoll  Sisters  Center,  then  in  a  basement 
office  on  Tyler  Street,  provided  help  to  the  newspaper 
volunteers.  FanniefKwan,  the  office  manager,  and  May  Ling 
Tong,  then  the  volunteer  executive  director,  and  others 
provided  office  help  and  distribution  manpower. 

A  local  artist  who  has  since  left  the  area,  Hal  Aqua, 
volunteered  his  time  for  nearly  a  year  to  do  the  English 
section  paste-up.  People  like  Lorraine  Chin  of  Wong  Soon 
Noodle  and  Barbara  Lim  Lee  and  Susan  Chin  and  others 
would  take  bits  and  pieces  of  SAMPAN  to  type.  Even  Frank 
Chin,  now  the  purchasing  agent  for  the  City  of  Boston,  was 
once  a  volunteer  staff  member  doing_the  calligraphy  for  the 
Chinese  section. 

Throughout  the  community,  there  are  so  many  who  have 
contributed  time  and  money  to  SAMPAN  in  support  of  the 
newspaper’s  goals.  A  look  at  SAMPAN  volunteers  will  be 
featured  in  a  future  issue. 

Of  course,  back  in  1972  and  1973,  the  newsletter-trying-to- 
be-a-nevvspaper  had  no  resemblance  to  today’s  SAMPAN. 
The  first  year  and  a  half  was  strictly  simple:  a  newsletter 
format,  8l/j  x  11  inch  hand-collated,  and  hand-stapled.  The 
newsletter  was  mimeographed  in  the  basement  of  the 
ihen-CACA  president  Richard  Len  and  later  various 
companies,  including  the  Boston  Gas  Company,  would  print 
the  SAMPAN  in  their  inhouse  printing  facility. 

Costs  Build 
» 

But,  by  1973,  the  newspaper  could  not  continue  to  depend 
i  free  printing.  Free  printing  from  corporations  often  meant 
slays  in  the  publication  date  (once  there  was  a  delay  of 
aarly  two  weeks),  and  the  small  format  limited  the  amount 
f  information  that  could  be  printed. 

The  decision  in  1973  to  move  to  a  newspaper  format  and  to 
e  printed  by  a  newspaper  printer  was  important  financially 
ecause  for  the  first  time  costs  were  being  built  into  the 
aper  and  now  SAMPAN  needed  to  build  monies  to  support 
.self.  With  the  growth  of  the  newspaper  over  the  years,  costs 
/ould  begin  to  explode  as  the  newspaper  grew  from  a  few 
!  undred  in  1972-1973  to  2,000  in  1973. 

The  printing  cost  of  the  first  newspaper  issue  of  SAMPAN 
/as  $125.  Today,  SAMPAN’s  printing  run  is  6,000  and  the 


size  of  the  issue  has  more  than  doubled.  Today’s  printing 
costs  average  $800  per  issue  and  climb  to  as  much  as  $  4  000 
for  the  special  Chinese  New  Year  issue  with  64  pages. 

But  in  1973,  without  any  funding  base  yet  developed,  the 
cost  of  that  first  issue  at  $125  loomed  large  over  the  CACA 
and  SAMPAN  volunteer  staff.  Editor  Gloria  Chun,  then  just 
out  of  college,  remembers  that  the  printer  would  not  print  a 
second  issue  without  immediate  payment  on  the  first  issue. 
She  was  forced  with  some  trepidation  to  have  to  write  a 
personal  check.  “I  had  fairly  little  money  in  the  bank  in  those 
days,”  she  laughs,  “and  that  seemed  like  lots  of  money  out 
of  my  pocket.”  SAMPAN  credit,  since  then,  has  been 
excellent.  In  addition  to  printing  costs,  another  major  cost 
in  producing  SAMPAN  is  typesetting.  In  the  early  issues  of 
SAMPAN  the  English  section  was  typed  on  volunteers’ 
typewriters,  while  the  Chinese  section  was  hand-written. 
Using  professional  phototype,  the  number  of  articles  which 
can  fit  in  both  sections  has  doubled.  Today’s  bills  for  both 
Chinese  typesetting  and  English  typesetting  run  an  average 
of  $400  per  issue. 

Typesetting  began  in  1973,  thanks  to  Neil  Chin,  former 
CACA  president,  who  arranged  for  SAMPAN  staff  to  use 
IBM  demonstration  machines  at  the  IBM  center  in  Newton 
Corner  (the  type  on  the  machines  were  as  small  as  6  point, 
much  like  professional  type).  IBM’s  Judy  Campbell  and 
several  IBM  marketing  representatives  worked  with 
SAMPAN  staff  in  the  evenings  to  teach  them  to  use  the  IBM 
justifying  machines,  those  with  magnetic  tape,  cards,  and 
later,  built-in-memory.  SAMPAN  staff  worked  late  into  the 
evenings  until  the  maintenance  and  security  people  threw 
them  out.  SAMPAN  presented  a  plaque  to  IBM  for  its  strong 
support  and  letting  the  paper  use  its  typewriters  free  of 
charge  for  many  years. 

Today,  however,  typesetting  is  a  large  budget  item  for 
SAMPAN,  further  fueling  the  volunteer  staff's  need  to  raise 
monies  to  support  publication  costs. 

Employment  Costs 

For  eight  of  the  ten  years  of  SAMPAN’s  existence, 
volunteers  have  carried  the  newspaper.  But  reliance  on 
volunteers  with  full-time  jobs,  or  students  who  leave  for 
vacation  or  move  onto  full-time  jobs,  would  always  be  a 
weakness  for  the  newspaper:  news  coverage  and  coordination 
would  always  falter. 

For  two  of  SAMPAN’s  ten  years,  a  staff  of  one  person  has 
been  paid,  thanks  to  the  availability  of  money  from  the  City  of 
Boston  through  the  Community  Development  Block  Grant 
process.  SAMPAN  received  funds  first  in  1979  and  again  this 
year  in  1982  through  1983  (SAMPAN  has  been  granted  a 
four-month  extension  of  its  grant).  The  CDBG  grant  of 
$14,000  represents  24  percent  of  the  1982  SAMPAN  budget. 
The  CDBG  monies  are  used  primarily  to  pay  for  the  full-time 
editor’s  position  and  part-time  Chinese  editor,  as  well  as 
some  printing  and  overhead  costs. 

Without  the  CDBG  grant,  said  Gloria  Chun,  SAMPAN 
would  indeed  be  struggling.  A  volunteer  with  the  newspaper 
since  its  inception,  Chun  watched  the  newspaper  fold  for  six 
months  after  the  first  CDBG  grant  expired  in  1980. 
“Depending  solely  on  volunteers,  especially  volunteers  who 
had  spent  years  on  the  paper  and  also  worked  full-time,  well, 
that  wasn't  going  to  continue  to  work,”  she  said. 

But  the  CDBG  grant,  while  a  large  part  of  SAMPAN 
budget,  falls  short  of  meeting  all  expenses  and  salary  dollars 
will  continue  to  need  to  be  reused  in  the  future  when  those 
federal  funds  dry -out. 

To  meet  printing  and  other  production  and  salary  costs, 
SAMPAN  depends  on  several  sources  of  income:  advertising, 
fundraising  activities,  donations  and  contributions. 

Continued  on  page  3 


groups,  Asian  community  or¬ 
ganizations,  working  women, 
and  mothers.  The  workshops 
were  planned  to  appeal  to  as 
broad  an  audience  as  possible. 
And,  to  make  it  easier  for 
mothers  who  want  to  attend,  we 
will  provide  daycare.” 

The  conference  will  conclude 
with  am  evening  of  drama, 
music,  dEmce,  and  poetry  pre¬ 
sented  by  local  Asian  women.  In 
addition,  local  women  artists 
will  exhibit  their  artwork.  Kathy 
Lo,  coordinator  of  the  evening 
event,  described  it  as,  “ .  .  an 
opportunity  to  spotlight  the 
talents  of  Asian  women  and 
give  them  a  common  meeting 
ground.”  A  reception  will  be 
held  after  the  presentations, 
when  the  audience  can  meet  the 
Eirtists  and  view  the  exhibits. 

The  evening  event  is  open  to 
the  public  and  is  ASIA’S 
contribution  to  the  celebration 
of  International  Women’s  Day. 
Asian  Eirtists  interested  in  per¬ 
forming  or  exhibiting  their  work 
should  call  864-1559. 

For  more  information  about 
the  conference  and  ASIA,  call 
661-6130,  or  write  ASIA,  c/o 
AFSC,  2161  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA  0214 
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Pagoda  Park  Relocation 


By  Anna  Yee 

The  New  England  Chapter  of 
the  Chinese  Consolidated  Ben¬ 
evolent  Association  (CCBA)  has 
given  its  approval  to  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA)  to  proceed  with  plans  to 
relocate  Pagoda  Park. 

The  relocation  will  clear  the 
site  for  the  construction  of  a 
1700-car  public  parking  garage. 
After  its  completion,  the  garage 
is  expected  to  ease  the  parking 
shortage  in  the  South  Station 
area,  including  the  leather 
district  and  Chinatown,  and  to 
meet  the  projected  parking 
needs  of  future  employees  of 
the  Wang  Laboratories  manu¬ 
facturing  facility  to  be  built 
nearby. 

Wang  has  signed  a  99-year 
lease  with  the  Massachusetts 
Turnpike  Authority  for  a  parcel 
of  land  near  South  Station. 
Wang  made  the  decision  to 
build  a  facility  in  this  area  to 
fulfill  its  commitment,  made 


public  in  early  1981,  to  develop 
a  manufacturing  plant  in  Boston 
and  to  provide  job  opportunities 
in  the  city.  Construction  of  the 
new  Wang  facility  is  estimated 
at  $18  million. 

The  BRA  currently  is  request¬ 
ing  a  $2  million  Community 
Development  Action  Grant  from 
the  state  to  be  used  in  part 
towards  the  construction  of  the 
garage. 

In  a  December  7  memo  to 
CCBA  Chair  Bill  Chin,  May 
Ling  Tong,  the  newly  hired  con¬ 
sultant  to  CCBA,  indicated  that 
the  relocation  of  Pagoda  Park 
was  necessary  for  the  following 
reasons: 

“1.  In  order  to  create  the  site 
for  the  Wang  development,  a 
new  ramp  system  must  be 
rebuilt  to  replace  the  existing 
one  which  bisects  the  desired 
parcel  of  land; 

“2.  This  ramp  system  is 
necessary  for  the  development 
of  the  South  Station  parking 
garage  which  will  be  connected 


*Financial  History 
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Advertising 

SAMPAN  survived  the  many  hurdles  over  the  years, 
meeting  financial  commitments  thanks  to  continued  support 
from  local  Chinese  businesses,  restaurants  and  community 
leaders  who  have  “purchased”  space  for  advertising  in 
SAMPAN.  Responsible  and  community-oriented  businesses 
within  the  city,  including  New  England  Telephone,  Shawmut 
Bank,  WCVB-TV  (Channel  5),  Gillette  and  otners  have  also 
been  supporters  of  SAMPAN  by  purchasing  advertising 
space. 

The  traditional  large,  advertising  section  that  comes  with 
the  Chinese  New  Year  special  issue,  is  a  large  source  of 
revenue  that  supports  the  newspaper  throughout  the  year, 
particularly  as  ad  revenues  fall  off  in  other  months. 

The  first  New  Year’s  special  issue  had  three  pages  of 
greetings  and  ads,  the  February  1982  special  New  Year  issue 
generated  nearly  $12,000  in  advertising  monies. 

Phil  Chew,  volunteer  and  long-time  financial  supporter  and 
advisor  to  SAMPAN,  said  that  many  of  the  newspaper’s  “ad¬ 
vertisers”  are  not  truly  advertising,  as  much  as  they  are 
showing  support  for  the  newspaper  and  see  the  importance 
and  need  for  a  communications  vehicle  such  as  SAMPAN. 

Advertising  revenues  make  up  61  percent  of  SAMPAN 
budget  this  year.  The  percentage,  said  Chew,  has  more 
traditionally  been  closer  to  90  percent,  but  the  City  block 
grant  has  helped  support  salaries  for  the  newspaper  this 
year.  Advertising,  said  Chew,  is  critical  to  the  newspaper’s 
success  and  ability  to  continue. 

Fund  Raising  and  Contributions 

Fund-raising  -events  add  much  needed  monies  into 
SAMPAN  coffers.  Over  $5000  was  raised  at  a  gala  event  in 
1979  at  the  Hyatt  Hotel  with  the  cast  of  the  Wiz,  a  broadway 
musical.  The  entire  cast  arrived  and  danced  up  a  storm,  a 
local  Chinese  DJ  whirled  the  discs,  and  Maurice  Lewis,  a 
local  TV  reporter/anchor  emceed.  The  Hyatt  donated  the 
space  and  helped  work  out  the  arrangements  while  many 
people  from  CACA  and  the  Chinatown  community  supported 
the  project.  Charles  River  Publishing,  SAMPAN’s  printer, 
donated  the  posters  which  were  printed  free  of  charge. 

Last  year  with  less  hoopla,  a  request  for  help  was  sent  to 
SAMPAN  readers.  Nearly  $3000  was  raised  and  in  November 
this  year,  a  bowling  tournament  in  Dorchester  raised  another 
$500.  Many  patrons  of  the  event  helped  by  donating  gifts. 

SAMPAN  is  committed  to  raising  $5000  in  contributions  in 
the  next  year  through  mail  solicitation  and  fund  raising 
events,  said  Phil  Chew.  “And  we  expect  to  have  fun  doing 
it.” 

The  life  blood  of  SAMPAN  has  always  been  its  volunteers, 
but  as  the  volunteer  staff  learned  in  1980,  the  financial  side  of 
the  house  is  vital  to  the  continued  success  of  the  newspaper. 
Simply:  printing  costs  and  other  production  and  salary  costs 
require  money.  As  important  as  it  is  to  be  collecting  the 
news,  staff  has  to  be  out  getting  advertising  and  seeking 
contributions. 

In  1974,  SAMPAN  had  a  budget  of  $11,000.  Advertising 
and  contributions  and  lots  of  volunteered  equipment  and 
supplies  helped.  Today’s  budget  has  risen  dramatically.  The 
1983  costs  are  expected  to  exceed  $60,000.  Nearly  35  percent 
of  that  is  salaries,  28  percent  is  printing,  15  percent  is 
typesetting  for  both  English  and  Chinese,  and  nearly  5 
percent  is  for  postage,  and  the  remaining  17  percent  is  used 
in  supplies,  phone  and  other  overhead  costs. 

Over  its  ten  year  history,  there  have  been  other  attempts  in 
Chinatown  to  create  other  vehicles  for  communication.  Both 
the  Chinese  Economic  Development  Corporation  in  its 
heyday  with  large  federal  funding  briefly  published  a  CEDC 
newsletter  and  the  Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent  Associ¬ 
ation,  with  a  City  of  Boston  Block  Grant,  also  published  four 
.  issues  of  a  newsletter. 

“It  has  been  difficult  at  times,  but  SAMPAN  has 
survived,”  said  Phil  Chew. 

Even  with  volunteers  and  significantly  less  federal  and  city 
funding  than  either  CEDC  or  the  CCBA  have  had,  SAMPAN 
its  core  of  volunteers  has  outlived  others.  “I  like  to  think  it  is 
the  spirit  of  independence  and  journalistic  integrity,”  said 
Gloria  Chun,  “that  keeps  us  going,  along  with  the  financial 
support  from  the  community,  support  from  our  publisher 
CACA,  and  especially 


directly  to  the  Wang  facility  and 
which  is  an  innovative  solution 
to  the  problem  of  parking 
associated  with  the  Wang  de¬ 
velopment; 

“3.  $750,000  from  CDAG 
funds  will  be  utilized  for  the 
design  and  relocation  of  Pagoda 
Park  and  other  landscaped 
areas.  The  proposed  relocation 
site  is  on  publicly  owned  land 
immediately  adjacent  to  the 
Chinatown  Gateway  at  the 
intersection  of  Beach  Street  and 
the  Surface  Artery.  This  in¬ 
volves  the  closing  of  Edinboro 
and  Kingston  Streets  and  the 
narrowing  of  the  Surface  Artery 
to  approximately  one-half  of  its 
current  size.  Exact  total  acreage 
of  land  thus  created  is  not 
known  until  the  engineers  begin 
working  on  this  (January, 
1983).” 

The  memo  also  stated  that 
the  “federal  government  CAN¬ 
NOT  give  final  funding  approval 
to  the  desired  ramp  scheme 
until  after  the  back  issue  is 
resolved  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
relevant  parties.” 

Tong  outlined  the  various 
benefits  and  drawbacks  of  sup¬ 
porting  the  relocation.  The 
benefits  were  that  the  Wang 
facility  will  create  more  than 
400  jobs  there  will  be  more 
business  for  Chinatown  restau¬ 
rants,  gift  shops,  bakeries  and 
grocery  storesj  Pagoda  Park  will 
be  relocated  closer  to  China¬ 
town  and  will  be  larger  than  the 
current  site;  good  will  and 
co-operation  will  be  gained 
between  the  city,  state  and 
federal  officers  and  the  Chinese 
community.  Also  listed  on  the 
memo  were  two  possible  rea¬ 
sons  not  to  support  the  Wang 
development:  loss  of  Pagoda 
Park  from  its  current  site,  and 
loss  of  use  of  the  basketball 
courts  for  approximately  four  to 
six  months. 


Pagoda  Park,  one  of  two  out¬ 
door  public  recreational  facili¬ 
ties  in  Chinatown,  consists  of 
two  basketball  courts  and  cur¬ 
rently  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Lincoln  Street  and  the  South¬ 
east  Expressway  exit  ramp. 
After  relocation,  Pagoda  Park 
will  be  situated  above  the 
south-bound  Chinatown  exit 
artery  of  the  Southeast  Express¬ 
way  between  Essex  and  King¬ 
ston  Streets  (see  sketch). 
Another  park  is  located  on  Oak 
Street,  but  is  not  frequently 
used  because  of  its  dilapidated 
condition. 


In  the  1960’s,  land  was  taken 
away  from  Chinatown  residents 
to  build  the  Southeast  Express¬ 
way.  Pagoda  Park  was  built 
after  the  Chinatown  Grievance 
Committee  was  formed  in  the 
mid- 1 960 ’s  to  present  to  the  city 
the  need  for  a  Chinatown 
open-air  recreational  facility  as 
well  as  other  community  needs. 

CCBA  members  approved  the 
relocation  quickly  after  a  read¬ 
ing  of  Tong’s  memo.  Some 
attendees  at  the  meeting  also 
were  past  members  of  the  now 
defunct  Chinatown  Grievance 
Committee. 


Garment  Center  Construction  To  Begin  Soon 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

After  the  purchase  of  Build¬ 
ing  114  at  the  old  South  Boston 
Army  Base  by  the  city  becomes 
final  March  15,  construction 
work  to  convert  the  800,000 
square  feet  structure  into  a 
garment  center  is  expected  to 
begin. 

According  to  Dan  Fishbein, 
manager  of  real  estate  services 
for  the  Economic  Development 
and  Industrial  Council  (EDIC), 
the  city  agency  responsible  for 
co-ordinating  the  relocation  of 
over  two  dozen  garment  com¬ 
panies  from  various  parts  of  the 
city  including  Chinatown  to . 
South  Boston,  financing  for  the 
$14.7  million  project  is  quickly 
falling  into  place.  The  project  in 
recent  months  has  received  a  $4 
million  Urban  Development  Ac¬ 
tion  Grant  from  the  federal 
government,  a  $1.2  million  loan 
from  the  state  Government 
Land  Bank  and  $3  million  from 
private  investors  around  the 
country.  The  remaining  cost  of 
the  project  is  expected  to  be 
covered  by  EDIC  investment, 
monies  raised  through  an  in¬ 
dustrial  revenue  bond  and  work 
done  by  the  tenants. 

Fishbein  said  that  completed 
engineering  plans,  which  will 
go  out  for  bid  in  January,  will 
create  “some  of  the  best 
facilities  for  industry  in  the 
city.”  The  plans  include  new 
elevators,  loading  docks,  elec¬ 
trical  systems,  heating  systems 
and  restrooms. 

He  added  that  architectural 
plans,  still  to  be  finalized,  call 
for  new  access  lanes,  enclosed 

Notice  To 
Our  Readers 

Due  to  technical  difficulties 
and  our  desire  to  reach  as  many 
readers  as  possible,  the  SAM¬ 
PAN  will  extend  its  street  and 
telephone  readership  survey 
into  January. 

If  you  are  asked  to  participate 
in  our  survey,  your  cooperation 
will  be  greatly  appreciated. 


shipping  and  receiving  areas  as 
well  as  total  remodeling  of  the 
first  floor.  Under  the  plans, 
17,000  square  feet  are  being  set 
aside  for  commercial  business¬ 
es.  Businesses  which  have 
expressed  interest  in  renting 
commercial  space  in  the  build¬ 
ing  include  two  banks  and  a 
restaurant,  he  said. 

Of  the  30  garment  companies 
which  originally  intended  to 
move  to  the  Army  Base,  27  are 
expected  to  sign  final  leases 
with  the  city  during  the  next  two 
months.  Without  the  final 
leases  in  place,  said  Fishbein,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  determine 
whether  services  such  as  day 
care  and  English  as  a  second 
language  instruction  will  be 
offered  at  the  garment  center. 
The  tenants  themselves,  he 
added,  will  ultimately  decide 
whether  or  not  they  need  or 
want  such  services.  A  tempor¬ 
ary  MBTA  bus  service  for 
garment  workers  between 
Chinatown  and  South  Boston 
began  this  month  (see  related 
article). 

Victor  Bias  Binding  Com¬ 


pany,  Andy  Sportswear  and 
Cricket  Sportswear,  three  com¬ 
panies  which  initially  planned  to 
move  to  the  garment  center, 
since  have  made  other  plans  to 
relocate  to  the  privately-owned 
Fargo  Building  on  Summer 
Street  in  South  Boston  this 
winter.  According  to  Fishbein, 
the  Fargo  Building,  located  two 
blocks  away  from  the  Army 
Base,  and  Building  114  will 
constitute  the  foundation  of  a 
new  garment  district  in  the  city. 

He  said  EDIC  is  engaged  now 
•  in  a  marketing  campaign  to 
bring  more  commercial  busi¬ 
nesses  and  garment  companies 
into  Building  114.  Ten  addition¬ 
al  garment  companies  have 
expressed  interest  in  relocating 
to  the  Army  Base,  he  added. 

Many  garment  companies  in 
the  city,  a  large  number  based 
in  Chinatown,  are  being  forced 
to  move  from  their  current  loca¬ 
tions  due  to  rising  rents  and 
institutional  expansion.  Crea¬ 
tion  of  the  garment  center  is 
expected  to  keep  1500  jobs, 
many  of  them  held  by  Chinese 
women,  in  the  city. 


New  Temporary  Bus  Service 


The  MBTA  began  a  tempo-' 
rary  bus  service  through  China¬ 
town  January  3  to  accommodate 
garment  workers  of  companies 
which  relocated  to  the  Fargo 
Building  on  Summer  Street  this 
winter. 

According  to  MBTA  spokes¬ 
person  Bill  Litant,  the  “Route 
3-Chinatown,  D  Street  and 
Summer  Street  via  Broadway 
Station”  service  will  include 
stops  in  Chinatown/South  Cove 
and  at  the  Fargo  Building, 
Army  Base  Building  32  and 
Harbor  Marine  Industrial  Park. 

Buses  depart  from  the  comer 
of  Washington  and  Oak  Streets 
weekdays  at  6:40  a.m.,  7:10 
a.m.,  7:40  a.m.,  8:10  a.m.,  8:40 
a.m.,  3:50  p.m.,  4:25  p.m.  and 
5:00  p.m.  and  from  the  comer  of 
Summer  and  D  Streets  at  6:50 


a.m.,  7:20  a.m.,  7:50  a.m.,  8:20 
a.m.,  3:35  p.m.,  4:10  p.m.,  4:45 
p.m.  and  5:35  p.m. 

Litant  stated  the  experi¬ 
mental  bus  route  will  be  moni¬ 
tored  and  adjusted  based  on 
ridership  counts,  needs  and 
comments.  He  added  that  de¬ 
pending  on  ridership  demand, 
the  service  also  may  be  ex¬ 
panded  to  include  Saturday 
mornings  and  weekday  after¬ 
noons. 

While  the  length  of  the 
experimental  bus  service  is 
open-ended,  the  MBTA  is  plan¬ 
ning  a  more  permanent  service 
to  coincide  with  the  projected 
relocation  of  the  garment  indus¬ 
try  to  the  South  Boston  Army 
Base  this  summer. 

For  schedule  and  route  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  new  bus  service, 
call  the  MBTA  at  722-3200. 
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Charles  Gibbons:  He  Means  To  Stay  And  Make  An  Impact 


Charles  Gibbons,  new  principal  at  the  Quincy  School,  chats  with  students  in  the  cafeteria.  [Photo  by 
Doris  Sue  Wong] 


By  Gloria  Chun 

The  Josiah  Quincy  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  in  Boston  China¬ 
town  has  a  new  headmaster  at 
its  helm,  the  sixth  in  six  years. 
But  the  titleholder,  Charles 
Gibbons,  painfully  aware  of  the 
history  of  flux  in  school  leader¬ 
ship  at  the  Quincy,  means  to 
stay  and  means  to  make  an 
impact. 

Gibbons,  or  “Mr.  Gib,”  as 
the  youngsters  at  the  school 
playfully  call  the  new  head¬ 
master,  is  bringing  to  the 
Quincy  an  experimental  concept 
called  school-based  manage¬ 
ment.  This  concept  makes  the 
headmaster  of  the  school  more 
accountable  to  Court  Street, 
which  ultimately  gives  the 
headmaster  some  control  over 
personnel  management  as  far 
as  promotions  and  transfer,  and 
some  limited  control  over  the 
individual  school  budget. 

Another  important  element  is 
the  creation  of  a  school-based 
management  cabinet  consisting 
of  three  parents,  three  teachers, 
and  three  community  seats  (te 
be  held  by  the  directors  of  the 
Quincy  Community  School  and 
the  So.  Cove  Community  Health 
Center  and  a  third  to  be 
selected). 

“The  school-based  manage¬ 
ment  cabinet  will  be  advisory  to 
me  and  be  active  in  helping 
make  decisions  on  school-based 
management  issues,”  said  Gib¬ 
bons.  He  said  the  cabinet 
members  would  advise  him  in 
three  areas:  integration,  school 
pride  and  morale,  and  the 
implementation  of  the  new 
reading  curriculum  being  intro¬ 
duced  this  year.  He  also  hopes 
to  have  the  cabinet  work  with 
him  to  increase  a  sense  of 
“wholeness”  at  the  school— of 
having  teachers  and  students 
think  positively  about  being  a 
part  of  the  Quincy  School  and  of 
strong  school-wide  identifica¬ 
tion. 

The  task  is  not  an  easy  one, 
yet  the  Quincy  may  be  one  of 
the  best  schools  in  the  system  to 


deal  with  such  an  issue:  the 
Quincy  is  possibly  the  most 
racially  and  culturally  diverse 
school  in  the  Boston  school 
system. 

Fully  48  percent  of  the  640 
students  are  non-white  and 
non-black,  that  is,  they  are 
mostly  Chinese.  About  30  per¬ 
cent  of  the  students  are  black, 
and  between  28-29  percent  are 
white.  Students  have  a  strong 
sense  of  race  identification  at 
the  school. 

For  Gibbons,  the  Quincy  is 
the  other  side  of  the  coin  in  the 
educational  circle  as  far  as 
social  mix.  Gibbons  comes  to 
Quincy  after  17  years  at  the 
Tobin  School  near  Mission  Hill 
with  a  mostly  black  and  hispanic 
population. 

‘  ‘The  Tobin  is  the  jewel  in  the 
Boston  school  system,”  he  said. 


“I  was  thoroughly  happy  there 
where  kids  come  first  and 
teachers  care  a  lot.” 

The  Tobin  is  a  lab  school 
where  early  bilingual  education 
curriculum  was  first  tested  and 
where  Gibbons  began  working 
closely  on  the  school-based 
management  concept,  a  concept 
now  being  experimentally  used 
at  10  schools  in  the  system. 

In  making  the  switch  to  the 
Quincy,  Gibbons  explains:  “I 
was  professionally  ready  for  a 
change,  the  Tobin  was  running 
like  a  watch.  I  told  (Superinten¬ 
dent)  Spillane  I  would  only  be 
interested  in  transferring  if  it 
was  a  bigger,  new,  exciting 
school.”  He  found  it  in  the 
Quincy,  bypassing  many  more 
senior  administrators. 

At  39,  Gibbons  is  the  young¬ 
est  headmaster  in  the  Boston 


School  system,  a  “title”  he  also 
inherited  ten  years  ago  when,  at 
age  31,  he  was  named  to  be 
headmaster  at  the  Tobin. 

A  product  of  the  Boston 
public  school  system,  Gibbons 
attended  Richards  Elementary 
(since  closed)  and  English  High 
School.  He  attended  Boston 
State  College  where  he  also 
received  a  Certificate  of  Ad¬ 
vanced  Graduate  Studies,  and 
later  continued  with  educational 
studies  at  Boston  University 
and  Harvard.  He  taught  at  the 
Irving  Roosevelt  School  for 
three  years,  and  served  as 
master  teacher,  assistant  prin¬ 
cipal  and  principal  at  the  Tobin 
School. 

A  firm  believer  in  ‘  ‘leveling, 
Gibbons  is  stressing  basic  read¬ 
ing  skills  and  uniformity  in 
reading  materials  within  the 


school. 

“The  Quincy  has  always  had 
good  reading  statistics.  It’s  a 
tremendous  staff,  there's  ener¬ 
gy  there  that  is  not  being 
tapped,  the  teachers  are  sharp, 
damn  good  and  getting  results. 

“But  the  whole  school  is  not 
moving  in  the  same  direction,” 
said  Gibbons,  who  sees  his  task 
as  bringing  together  some  of 
the  coordination,  getting  better 
budgeting/ordering,  ana  break¬ 
ing  down  some  of  the  identifica¬ 
tion  barriers  (Lincoln  vs.  Quin¬ 
cy,  bilingual  verses  regular 
students,  special  education  stu¬ 
dents  vs.  others)  and  develop¬ 
ing  a  sense  of  the  whole  school. 

Outreach  also  is  important  to 
Gibbons,  who  has  already  be¬ 
gun  to  work  closely  with 
Pancho  (Francis)  Chang,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  South 
Cove  Community  Health  Center, 
and  Robert  Bickerton,  director 
of  the  Community  School.  Both 
agencies  are  “neighbors”  of 
the  elementary  school  and 
“reside”  in  the  same  building 
complex  at  885  Washington 
Street. 

Parents  also  are  important  to 
Gibbons,  he  wants  parents  to  be 
comfortable  coming  into  the 
school  for  meetings  with  teach¬ 
ers,  an  effort  he  frankly  sees 
happening  by  increasing  teach¬ 
er-parent  contact. 

Integration  also  is  key  to  long 
range  goals.  He’s  not  happy 
with  what  he  saw  when  he  first 
entered  the  Quincy’s  halls,  with 
defacto  segregation  in  places 
like  the  lunch  room  and  recess 
areas.  “It’s  50  percent  of  what 
it  should  be,  but  we’ll  be  there 
by  January,”  said  Gibbons, 
who’s  already  created  game 
rooms  and  rescheduled  lunch 
times  so  youngsters  will  better 
integrate  at  play  as  well  as  in 
the  classroom. 

'The  agenda  for  Charles  Gib¬ 
bons  is  long:  there’s  a  lot  ahead 
he  wants  to  do.  In  reviewing  the 
agenda,  it’s  clear.  “I  think 
school  should  be  a  place  where 
kids  are  happy  to  go  to,”  he 
smiles,  “corny  as  that  sounds.” 


South  Cove  Nursing  Facilities  Foundation  At  A  Standstill 


* 


By  Gloria  Chun 

The  South  Cove  Nursing 
Facilities  Foundation,  which 
plans  a  spring  groundbreaking 
for  a  $3.1  million  nursing  home 
next  to  the  Holy  Trinity  Church 
on  Shawmut  Avenue,  is  at  a 
standstill  while  a  subcommittee 
reviews  contractors. 

The  nursing  home  board, 
seeking  broad  community  sup¬ 
port  and  input  in  the  selection  of 
a  contractor  for  the  project, 
asked  12  community  members 
to  form  an  ad  hoc  contractor 
selection  committee.  Over  the 
past  few  months,  several  con¬ 
tractors  have  been  interviewed 
by  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

In  October  the  committee 
interviewed  the  Vappi  &  Com¬ 
pany,  J.B.  Cruz  Construction 
Co.  and  DiMeo  Construction.  In 
November,  Louis  Pasqualucci 
and  Sons  Co.  was  interviewed. 


The  ad  hoc  committee, 
headed  by  Helen  Chin,  in 
December  listened  to  a  brief 
presentation  by  Phil  Clang, 
project  manager  with  the  state 
Capital  Planning  and  Opera¬ 
tions  Department  on  various 
building  delivery  processes. 
The  ad  hoc  selection  committee, 
asked  by  the  nursing  home 
board  to  recommend  a  contrac¬ 
tor,  has  discovered  in  the 
process  that  selection  of  a 
contractor  is  contingent  on 
many  factors:  timing,  whether 
to  go  with  single  or  multiple 
contracts,  whether  to  negotiate 
or  seek  competitive  bidding  and 
whether  the  board  of  the 
nursing  home  prefers  lumpsum 
payment,  “cost  plus  fee” 
arrangement  or  a  guaranteed 
maximum.  For  members  of  the 
ad  hoc  committee  and  members 
of  the  board,  it  has  been  a 
learning  process. 

The  South  Cove  Nursing 


Facilities  board  has  tentatively 
designated  April  1,  1983  as  a 
construction  start.  Cushman 
Management  Associates  of 
Danvers  has  been  selected  to 
operate  the  nursing  home. 
Jung/Brannen  Associates, 
architects,  has  completed  over 
50  percent  of  the  design  work. 
The  board  has  applications  into 
HUD  for  mortgage  insurance 
and  has  received  preliminary 
approval  of  design  concept  from 
the  Mass.  Dept,  of  Public 
Health  and  the  Boston  Redevel¬ 
opment  Authority.  The  critical 
piece  is  the  HUD  application. 

The  nursing  home  board  has 
raised  nearly  $100,000  in  con¬ 
tributions  primarily  from  indi¬ 
viduals  as  well  as  foundations, 
and  charitable  organizations, 
corporations  and  from  memor¬ 
ials. 

Members  of  the  ad  hoc 
contractor  selection  committee 
for  the  South  Cove  Manor 


include:  George  Bing-You  and 
Robert  Chin,  both  engineers 
with  Charles  T.  Main,  Inc.;  Paul 
Chan,  property  manager  with 
L.E.  Smith  and  member  of  the 
board;  Dr.  Stanley  Chin;  Gloria 
Chun;  Warren  Eng;  Ruth  Moy, 
director  of  the  Golden  Age 


A  local  Girl  Scout  Brownie 
troop  is  being  formed  for  girls 
age  6  to  8. 

According  to  troop  organizer 
Anne  Wu,  “Girl  Scouting  is  an 
exciting,  adventurous,  informal 
educational  program  designed 
to  help  girls  develop  as  creative 
responsible  individuals  with  a 
deep  sense  of  personal  worth.” 


Center  and  member  of  the 
nursing  home  board;  Sandy 
Shwalb  of  Jung-Brannen 
Assoc.;  Helen  Chin,  member  of 
the  board;  Barry  Wong,  sheet 
metal  construction  worker; 
Davis  Woo;  and  realtor  James 
Chin. 


She  added,  Brownies  will 
participate  in  activities  which 
encourage  them  to  ‘  ‘explore  the 
world  outside  their  families.” 

Troop  meetings  will  be  held 
Saturdays  after  11:00  a.m.  at 
the  Maryknoll  Sister  Center,  78 
Tyler  Street,  Boston.  For  more 
information,  call  Anne  Wu 
between  9:00  a.m.  and  5:00 
p.m.  at  292-2783. 


Community  Law  Office  Has 
Summer  Internship  Positions 


Brownie  Troop  Being  Formed 


VEEP  Expands  Services 


The  Vocational  English  Edu¬ 
cation  Program  (VEEP)  is  ex¬ 
panding  its  services  to  address 
the  community’s  need  for  addi¬ 
tional  English  classes  for  be¬ 
ginning,  intermediate,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  learners.  Classes  will  be 
held  in  the  mornings,  early 
afternoons,  and  late  afternoons 
in  order  to  accommodate  stu¬ 
dents’  home  and  work  sched¬ 
ules. 

The  program  has  developed 
over  its  10  year  history  a  record 
of  outstanding  achievement  in 
offering  English  lessons  and 
job  placement  to  members  of 
the  Asian  community,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Beverly  Wing,  director  of 
VEEP.  Nearly  800  people  have 
already  benefited  from  the 
services  of  its  trained  profes¬ 
sional  staff. 


Now,  with  new  classes  being 
added,  more  students  will  be 
able  to  improve  their  under¬ 
standing  of  English  and  enrich 
their  lives  in  the  United  States, 
she  said. 

Classes  begin  February  1st, 
and  will  be  offered  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday  at  the  following 
times:  Beginning  English,  9:00- 
10:30  a.m.;  Intermediate  Eng¬ 
lish,  9:00-10:30  a.m.;  Beginning 
English,  1:00-2:30  p.m.;  Inter¬ 
mediate  English,  1:00-2:30 
p.m.;  Advanced  English,  3:30- 
5:00  p.m.  (Mondays  and  Wed¬ 
nesdays  only);  Advanced  Eng¬ 
lish,  4:00-5:30  p.m.  (Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  only). 

Wing  added  that  each  course 
will  run  12  weeks  and  will  be 
taught  by  experienced  teachers 


genuinely  interested  in  develop¬ 
ing  students’  confidence  in 
using  English  in  everyday  situa¬ 
tions. 

The  cost  per  course  will  be 
$108.00  payable  upon  registra¬ 
tion  or  in  three  monthly  install¬ 
ments  of  $40.00.  Detailed  infor¬ 
mation  is  available  at  VEEP,  31 
Beach  St.,  2nd  floor  daily  from 
9:00  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 

A  free  introductory  lesson 
will  be  given  at  an  open  house 
on  Tuesday,  January  25  at  1:30 
p.m.  and  Thursday,  January  27 
at  9:30  a.m.  Anyone  interested 
can  sample  the  course  without 
obligation.  The  introductory 
lesson  will  be  one  hour  in  length 
and  will  include  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  each  level  of  instruction. 


The  Asian  American  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund 
(AALDEF)  will  select  five  stu¬ 
dents  to  participate  in  its  1983 
summer  internship  program. 

The  internship  program, 
which  will  run  from  June  6  to 
August  12,  is  designed  to 
provide  students  with  practical 
experience  working  in  a  com¬ 
munity  law  office  and  to  encour¬ 
age  them  to  return  to  the 
community  after  graduation. 

Throughout  the  summer,  in¬ 
terns  will  do  legal  research  and 
community  outreach  work  and 
participate  in  seminars  on  the 
legal  problems  of  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  communities  and  substan¬ 
tive  areas  of  law. 

Interns  will  be  assigned  to 
work  with  AALDEF  staff  on  a 
variety  of  litigation  and  educa¬ 
tion  activities,  including: 

•  Conducting  client  intake, 
providing  legal  counseling  and 


selective  representation ; 

•  Planning  and  conducting 
community  education  seminars, 
and  preparing  multilingual  edu¬ 
cational  materials  for  mass 
distribution ; 

•  Doing  legal  research  and 
writing  legal  memoranda  and 
briefs; 

•  Maintaining  and  expanding 
AALDEF’s  work  with  Asian 
American  law  students  and 
AALSA  chapters. 

Students  are  encouraged  to 
seek  work  study  or  LSCRRC 
funds. 

Interested  applicants  should 
send  a  resume,  writing  sample 
and  cover  letter  describing  their 
interest  in  working  for  AALDEF 
by  February  4  to:  Margaret 
Fund,  Asian  American  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund, 
350  Broadway,  Suite  308,  New 
York,  NY  10013. 
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Senate  President  William  Bulger  accepts  a  present  from  Governor 
Liu  Tianfu  of  Guangdong  Province  during  a  Massachusetts 
delegation  trip  to  China  last  fall. 


King  Confirms  Intention  To  Form 
Sister  State-Province  Relationship 


Bill  Chin  Stays  On  As  CCBA  Chair 


By  Anna  Yee 

In  a  special  meeting  called  by 
the  New  England  Chapter  of  the 
Chinese  Consolidated  Benevo¬ 
lent  Association  (CCBA)  De¬ 
cember  28,  unanimous  approval 
was  given  to  motions  from  the 
floor  to  have  Bill  Chin  of  Brook¬ 
line  continue  as  CCBA  chair  for 
another  year  and  to  require  the 
Chinatown  organization  to  elect 
a  new  chair  within  that  year. 

The  special  meeting,  the  “All 
Overseas  Chinese  Assembly,” 
was  called  to  comply  with 
CCBA’s  by-laws  after  a  legal 
technicality  surfaced  during  a 
December  8  general  meeting. 
The  assembly  was  required 
I  because  the  CCBA  found  itself 
with  only  one  nomination  for 
1983-1984  officers  after  the 
close  of  the  nomination  period; 
the  Goon  Family  Association  of 
New  England  had  nominated 
Chin  to  again  serve  as  chair. 
However,  according  to  Article 
15,  Chapter  3  of  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  by-laws,  no  person  can 


be  re-elected  as  chair  for  con¬ 
secutive  two-year  terms. 

At  the  December  8  general 
meeting  a  resolution  to  re-elect 
Chin  to  a  two-year  term  was 
accepted  by  consensus,  while 
another  motion  was  approved  to 
hold  the  “All  Overseas  Chinese 
Assembly”  to  ratify  the  resolu¬ 
tion. 

Article  49,  Chapter  10  of  the 
by-laws,  as  translated  into 
English,  reads  that  “if  any 
imperfection  in  these  by-laws 
should  occur,  the  (proper) 
amendment  should  be  made 
and  included  after  the  resolu¬ 
tion  is  passed  by  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  total  member¬ 
ship,  and  after  ratification  of  the 
resolution  is  approved  in  an  All 
Overseas  Chinese  Assembly 
called  and  held  by  CCBA 
specifically  for  the  subject  mat¬ 
ter.”  However,  the  assembly 
did  not  ratify  the  particular 
resolution  proposed  by  the 
general  meeting  to  re-elect 
Chin,  but  instead  considered  a 
floor  motion  to  extend  his  term 
by  one  more  year. 


The  resolution  was  consider¬ 
ed  but  not  voted  on  because 
Chin,  who  chaired  the  assem¬ 
bly,  did  not  wish  to  accept  the 
re-election  bid.  “I  wish  to  see 
the  new  chair  come  on  board  as 
soon  as  possible,”  Chin  said 
later,  “because  of  my  family, 
my  career  and  my  health.”  He 
stated  that  he  would  like  to  stay 
on  as  chair  for  only  another 
three  to  six  months. 

Ratification  of  a  similar  reso¬ 
lution  passed  by  a  CCBA 
general  meeting  occurred 
another  time  in  the  past  ten 
years  which  resulted  in  the 
re-election  of  Shih  Hing  Lee  as 
chair.  The  main  reason  for  his 
re-election  was  the  need  for  his 
continued  involvement  in  the 
Tai  Tung  Village  project. 

Sixty-four  people  were  re¬ 
corded  as  attending  the  Decem¬ 
ber  28  assembly.  Under  the 
CCBA  by-laws,  first  revised  in 
1928  and  again  in  1966,  only  50 
people  are  needed  to  constitute 
a  quorum. 

Installation  of  the  CCBA 
officers  was  scheduled  for  Jan¬ 
uary  2. 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 


As  one  of  his  last  official  acts 
before  stepping  down  as  gover¬ 
nor,  Edward  J.  King  last  month 
confirmed  through  a  written 
agreement  the  Common¬ 
wealth’s  intention  to  establish  a 
sister  state-province  relation¬ 
ship  with  Guangdong  (Kwang- 
tung),  China. 

Meanwhile,  the  new  state 
governor,  Michael  Dukakis,  has 
reacted  positively  to  continuing 
the  two-year  effort  to  bring 
Massachusetts  and  the  Chinese 
province  together,  according  to 
Yon  Lee,  director  of  the  Chinese 
Cultural  Institute  in  Boston.  Lee 
has  served  as  an  advisor  to  King 
on  the  special  project  since 
1979. 

A  sister  state-province  rela¬ 
tionship  between  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  Guangdong  would  be 
mutually  beneficial  and  appro¬ 
priate  for  several  reasons,  Lee 
noted.  The  Commonwealth  can 
share  its  rich  resources  in  areas 
such  as  health,  education  and 
science  and  technology,  while 
Guangdong  can  offer  much  in 
terms  of  trade  and  industry. 

Guangdong,  a  highly  indus¬ 
trialized  province,  boasts  the 
semi-annual  China  Trade  Fair, 
where  business  people  from 
throughout  the  world  gather  to 
view  all  the  new  products 
produced  by  China  for  inter¬ 
national  consumption.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  Guangdong  is  one  of  two 
provinces  in  China  which  re¬ 
cently  has  been  designated  a 
“special  economic  zone,” 
which  means  foreign  interests 
can  now  wholly  own  business 
enterprises  in  these  areas. 

Lee  estimates  that  currently  a 
hundred  different  companies  in 
the  state  conduct  trade  with 
China  and  a  Chinese  delegation 
arrivesin  Massachusetts  almost 


every  other  week.  The  sister 
state-province  relationship  will 
help  set  up  a  clearinghouse  for 
companies  to  avoid  duplication 
of  effort. 

He  added  that  the  state  and 
province,  moreover,  have  his¬ 
torical  ties.  During  the  1800’s, 
the  provincial  capital  of  Canton 
was  the  first  city  in  China  to 
engage  in  trade  with  the  west, 
and  the  first  clipper  ship  to  dock 
in  its  harbor  came  from  Glou¬ 
cester.  Today,  many  Chinese 
Americans  and  immigrants  in 
Massachusetts  still  can  trace 
their  family  roots  back  to 
Guangdong. 

King  first  expressed  a  “con¬ 
crete  desire”  to  create  a  sister 
state-province  relationship  with 
Guangdong  in  1979,  after  the 
normalization  of  US-China  rela¬ 
tions  and  the  first  Chinese 
ambassador  was  dispatched  to 
this  country. 

In  late  1980,  the  governor’s 
office  proceeded  to  exchange 
communications  with  govern¬ 
ment  officials  in  Guangdong, 
but  it  was  not  until  1981  when 
the  Mass.  Foreign  Business 
Council  and  the  Guangdong 
Office  of  Foreign  Affairs  be-" 
came  involved  that  efforts  to 
establish  the  sister  relationship 
gained  momentum. 

In  January  1982,  an  advance 
delegation  from  the  Chinese 
province  came  to  Massachu¬ 
setts  for  a  ten-day  tour  which 
included  cities  such  as  Boston, 
Springfield  and  Amherst  and 
parts  of  Cape  Cod.  In  October 
last  year,  a  Massachusetts 
delegation  consisting  of  Lee, 
state  Senate  President  William 
Bulger,  two  other  state  sen¬ 
ators,  four  state  representatives 
and  a  member  of  the  Foreign 
Business  Council  paid  a  recip¬ 
rocal  visit  to  Guangdong  during 
the  semi-annual  China  Trade 
Fair. 


AARW  Offers  New  Workshops 


The  Asian  American  Re¬ 
source  Workshop  (AARW)  will 
begin  two  new  series  of  work¬ 
shops  in  January  running 
through  the  Spring. 

A  graphics  workshop  series 
will  be  taught  by  professional 
graphic  artists  Eddie  Lee  and 
Pam  Matsuoka.  This  series  is 
especially  designed  to  allow 
members  of  Asian  community 
organizations  to  develop  basic 
graphic  skills.  Topics  include 
design,  composition,  lay-out, 
paste-up,  typography,  color  and 
printing  techniques.  Projects 
will  be  related  to  AARW’s 
on-going  activities  including  j 
posters,  flyers,  brochures,  let¬ 
terhead,  etc. 

A  scale-model  workshop  se¬ 
ries  will  be  taught  by  Peter  Ng, 
founder  of  the  Professional/ 
Amateur  Scale  Model  Organiza¬ 
tion.  This  series  is  being  offered 
primarily  for  young  teens  from 
the  Chinatown  community  to 
build  hobby  models  and  develop 
appreciation  for  arts  and  crafts. 


Workshops  in  traditional  Chi¬ 
nese  music  and  piano  playing 
also  may  be  offered.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  AARW’s  regular  pro¬ 
grams  in  guitar,  Chinese  folk- 
singing,  Asian  American  media 
ana  cable  TV  will  continue. 

All  workshops  are  held  at  the 
AARW,  27  Beach  Street,  3rd 
floor  in  Chinatown.  For  more 
information  contact  Peter  Kiang 
at  426-5313. 

Free  Hypertension 
Screening, Counseling 

The  adult  medical  team  of  the 
South  Cove  Community  Health 
Center,  885  Washington  Street 
in  Chinatown,  is  offering  free 
hypertension  screening  and 
counseling  on  Thursdays  and 
screening  only  on  Saturdays. 

Free  diabetic  screening  and 
counseling  is  also  offered  on 
Thursdays  only. 

Contact  the  Health  Center  for 
an  appointment  at  482-7555. 


Has  your  car  driven  you  too  far? 

Maybe  it’s  the  transmission.  Or  the  steering. 

Or  the  brakes. 

Whatever  the  reason,  maybe  your  car  has  reached 
the  end  of  the  road.  If  it  has,  turn  to  a  BayBank. 

The  BayBanks  have  Consumer  Interest  Loans  for 
automobiles,  and  because  these  loans  are  simple  interest 
loans,  you  only  pay  interest  on  the  amount  you  still  owe. 

So  if  your  car  has  driven  you  too  far,  think  about  get¬ 
ting  a  new  one  started  with  a  Consumer  Interest  Loan 
from  the  BayBanks. 

Ba/Bank  Boston 

“  Members  FDIC 
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Continued  from  page  1 

Arricale  said  that  gas  com¬ 
pany  records  show  that  Patter¬ 
son  made  the  initial  call  and 
Boston  Gas  immediately  dis¬ 
patched  a  service  representa¬ 
tive  to  investigate,  a  normal 
procedure  when  it  receives  an 
emergency  call.  He  added, 
however,  while  the  records 
show  that  Patterson  placed  a 
second  call,  there  was  no  record 
that  Wong  had  telephoned. 
“But  we  don't  have  any  reason 
to  doubt  that  he  called.  He  was 
robably  told  that  we  already 
ad  word  of  it  and  had  sent 
someone  out.  We  think  Mr. 
Wong  called  after  Mr. 
Patterson,  so  action  was  already 
underway  The  impression 
Mr.  Wong  got  (that  there  was 
no  response)  was  understand¬ 
able.”  Nothing  on  the  records 
indicated  there  was  a  problem 
or  calls  made  before  Patterson 
contacted  the  gas  company, 
Arricale  noted. 

He  said  the  service  repre¬ 
sentative,  whose  name  could 
not  be  released  because  the  gas 
company  expects  the  incident  to 
become  legal  matter,  was  sent 
from  the  Boston  Gas  facilities  at 
Commercial  Point  in  Dorches¬ 
ter,  the  closest  possible  facility. 
Although  Arricale  did  not  know 
exactly  how  long  the  service 
representative  took  to  arrive  at 
Oxford  Street,  he  said  a  number 
of  factors  could  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  a  delay:  the  route 
travelled  (expressway),  the  time 
of  day  (rush  hour),  the  weather 
(rain)  and  the  amount  of  traffic 
(heavier  than  normal). 

“(Even)  if  he  had  arrived  in 


fast  as  is  humanly  possible,” 
Arricale  stated. 

Cause  Under  Investigation 

According  to  eyewitness 
accounts,  within  seconds  after 
the  explosion,  the  building  at  14 
Oxford  Street  was  reduced  to  a 
pile  of  rubble  and  25  feet  flames 
spewed  up  from  the  debris. 

Ken  Bruynell,  public  infor¬ 
mation  officer  for  the  Boston 
Fire  Department,  said  fire¬ 
fighters  were  called  to  the  scene 
at  8:02  a.m.  By  8:05  a.m.  it  was 
considered  a  “working,”  or 
serious,  fire  and  two  minutes 
later  became  a  two-alarm  blaze. 

Bruynell  noted  the  fire  de- 
artment  had  to  fight  the  fire, 
ut  be  careful  not  to  extinguish 
the  burning  gas,  which  could  re¬ 
ignite,  until  gas  to  the  street 
was  shut  off  and  excess  gas 
spent. 

Boston  Gas  spokesperson 
Arricale  stated  he  could  not  say 
when  the  gas  was  shut  off, 
which  had  to  be  done  on  both 
ends  of  Oxford  Street,  but  noted 
gas  company  workers  had  diffi¬ 
culties  capping  one  end. 

According  to  an  employee  at 
the  New  England  Telephone 
Company’s  Harrison  Avenue 
Building,  which  extends  back 
onto  Oxford  Street,  tests  con¬ 
ducted  shortly  after  the  explo¬ 
sion  found  there  to  be  a  100  per 
cent  gas  level  in  the  basement 
of  the  telephone  company  build¬ 
ing.  Arricale  said  Boston  Gas 
had  sent  its  employees  into 
buildings  surrounding  14  Ox¬ 
ford  Street  to  measure  gas 
levels  and  the  levels  were  found 
to  be  safe.  However,  he  added 
that  he  was  “not  surprised”  if 
the  gas  level  was  100  per  cent  in 


A  passerby  surveys  a  broken  window  at  Bo  Shek  Restaurant  on 
Beach  Street.  [Photo  by  Doris  Sue  Wong] 


ten  minutes,  what  could  he  have 
done?  Nobody  here  knows  how 
serious  a  situation  really  is 
when  we  get  a  call.  We  first 
send  out  a  service  representa¬ 
tive  to  investigate.  If  the  service 
representative  finds  it  is  seri¬ 
ous,  he'll  call  for  assistance  and 
call  in  our  street/compressor 
trucks  (equipped  for  street 
repairs)  which  are  stationed 
in  West  Roxbury  and  Malden 
It  would  take  time  to  get 
there  and  to  dig  into  the  street. 
Probably  nothing  could  have 
been  done.” 

“I  know  response  time  is 
always  a  critical  thing  in  an 
issue  like  this,  but  utilities 
representatives  are  not  roaming 
around  the  city  this  time  of  day. 
Our  response  time  is  excellent 
n  most  cases:  we  get  there  as 


the  telephone  company  building 
following  the  explosion,  be¬ 
cause  it  takes  one  to  two  hours 
for  the  gas  to  dissipate. 

The  cause  of  the  fire,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Bruynell,  was  “appar¬ 
ently  a  gas  explosion.”  How¬ 
ever,  the  cause  of  the  explosion 
itself  was  still  under  investiga¬ 
tion  by  the  Boston  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment’s  arson  squad  and  the 
Boston  Gas  Company  as  this 
issue  went  to  press. 

According  to  a  Boston  Gas 
worker  on  the  scene  the  day 
following  the  explosion,  a  dam¬ 
aged  piece  of  gas  main  about  30 
inches  long  had  been  removed 
from  directly  in  front  of  the 
leveled  building  owned  by  the 
Chinese  Consolidated  Benevo¬ 
lent  Association.  The  damaged 
main  was  found  to  have  a  crack 
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With  the  blaze  under  control,  weary  firefighters  take  it  easy  while 
they  continue  to  wet  down  the  pile  of  debris.  [Photo  by  Doris  Sue 
Wong] 


running  along  its  circumfer¬ 
ence. 

What  specifically  caused  the 
main  to  crack  and  whether  it 
resulted  from  excavation  re¬ 
cently  done  by  various  groups 
on  Oxford  Street  is  under 
speculation. 

Arricale  explained,  “We 
found  either  last  night  or  early 
this  morning  that  the  gas  main 
was  damaged  in  the  location  of 
a  trench  built  right  in  front  of 
the  (leveled)  building.  We  can’t 
say  at  this  time  whether  the 
contractor  (who  dug  the  trench) 
directly  damaged  the  main 
(with  equipment)  or  the  main 
was  damaged  by  traffic  going 
over  the  patch.  But  we  know  the 
pipe  was  damaged  -by  a  third 
party.  The  contracter  was  work¬ 
ing  on  sewer  and  water  mains.” 

“We  have  found  that  the 
br,eak  in  the  main  was  the  cause 
of  the  tremendous  odor  of  gas, 
and  it  leaves  one  to  believe  that 
it  was  the  cause  of  the  explo¬ 
sion.  But  whether  gas  escaped 
and  entered  the  (leveled)  build¬ 
ing  and  caused  the  explosion  is 
still  under  investigation.” 

Meanwhile,  he  added,  Boston 
Gas  workers  have  taken  sam¬ 
ples  from  the  trench  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  hole  had  been 
properly  refilled  by  the  contrac¬ 
tor. 

It  is  believed  the  trench  was 
dug  by  Tony  Volante  Sewer 
Service  to  put  in  sewer  and 
water  lines  for  the  Oxford  Street 
Housing  currently  under  con¬ 
struction  by  CEDC.  According 
to  Bob  Leigh,  manager  of  the 
housing  project  at  CEDC,  he 
was  not  familiar  with  the  sewer 
service  company,  which  was 
subcontracted  by  Peabody  Con¬ 
struction. 

A1  Patterson  of  Peabody 
Construction  stated  the  sub¬ 
contractor  had  installed  a  tem¬ 
porary  sewer  and  two  water 
taps  and  closed  up  the  hole  on 
January  4.  He  added  the 
subcontractor  did  not  report  any 
problems  when  he  excavated 
primary  water  mains  and  ser¬ 
vice  lines  and  termed  the  work 
as  “routine  installation.” 

Contractors  are  required 
under  a  state  law,  the  Dig  Safe 
Program,  to  inform  all  utilities  if 
they  plan  to  excavate  streets  so 
the  utilities  can  go  in  and  mark 
where  their  lines  and  pipes  run 
in  that  particular  area,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Mass.  Department  of  Public  • 
Utilities.  It  is  not  known 
whether  Boston  Gas  received 
such  notification  from  the 
Volante  Company. 

Spokespersons  for  the  sewer 
service  company  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment. 

Mike  Monahan,  spokesper¬ 
son  for  Boston  Edison,  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  the  electric  com¬ 
pany  also  recently  had  dug  on 
Oxford  Street  to  install  tempo¬ 
rary  electrical  service  for  Oxford 
Street  Housing.  He  said,  how¬ 
ever,  the  excavation  was  done 
just  below  the  surface  of  a 


He  could  not  say  when  Oxford 
Street  or  Chinatown  was  last 
checked  under  these  programs 
and  added  the  vehicles  probably 
could  not  detect  a  gas  leak  with 
its  equipment  any  faster  than  a 
person  could  by  smell. 

Four  days  after  the  explosion, 
Arricale  stated  that  Boston  Gas 
will  likely  “step  away’ '  from  the 
issue  of  the  explosion.  “It’s 
obvious  another  party  damaged 
the  gas  line.  We’re  confident 
we  won’t  be  involved  in  a 
lawsuit.” 

Damages  and  Injuries 

“It  was  like  a  shell  exploding 
in  war.  Our  building  is  anchored 
by  buildings  beside  it,  but  the 
shock  of  the  explosion  caused  it 
to  go  back  and  forth  like  a 
wave.”  Robert  Wolfe,  captain 
of  the  Pinckerton  Security  Co., 
was  at  work  in  a  building  on 
Lincoln  Street  across  the  ex¬ 
pressway  when  he  heard  the 
explosion.  He  noticed  one  win¬ 
dow  across  the  street  blew  out. 

The  force  of  the  explosion 
also  shook  buildings  as  far  away 
as  Washington  Street  on  the 
other  side  of  Chinatown  and 
shattered  dozens  of  windows. 

Four  people  sustained  minor 
injuries  as  a  result  of  the 
explosion.  Wing  Sun  Ng,  59,  a 
fourth  floor  tenant  at  14  Oxford 
Street,  was  treated  for  small 
cuts  on  his  feet  at  the  New 
England  Medical  Center.  (See 
related  story.)  Also  treated  at 
the  hospital  were  three  women 
believed  to  be  working  at  a 
nearby  garment  factory  when 
flying  glass  hit  them.  Shun  Kam 
Wong,  68,  had  a  laceration  to 
her  right  hand;  Yu  Ping  Yee, 
69,  had  a  laceration  to  the  scalp; 
and  Kim  Lee,  51,  had  a  small 
head  laceration 

Six  residents,  the  Lam  Family 
Association  of  New  England 
and  CCBA  had  been  perma¬ 
nently  displaced  from  their 


sidewalk  in  an  area  away  from 
the  scene  of  the  explosion  and 
without  gas  lines. 

Arricale  said  the  age  of  the 
damaged  gas  main  “is  not  an 
issue.”  The  four-inch- wide  cast 
iron  main  running  under  Oxford 
Street  was  installed  in  the 
1890’s,  or  possibly  as  early  as 
the  1880’s  and  is  probably 
placed  four  to  six  feet  under¬ 
ound.  He  added,  when 
oston  Gas  workers  uncovered 
it  after  the  explosion,  they 
found  the  main  to  be  “in 
excellent  condition;  they  said  it 
looked  as  if  it  had  been  put  in 
last  week.  These  pipes  don’t 
break  on  their  own .  There  has  to  -  quarters  at  14  Oxford  Street, 


be  an  outside  cause. 

According  to  Arricale,  Boston 
Gas  has  two  gas  safety  pro¬ 
grams.  One  involves  specially 
equipped  vehicles  which  travel 
through  the  streets  of  the  city 
and  suburbs  and  are  designed 
to  detect  levels  of  gas  on  the 
street.  The  other  involves  walk¬ 
ing  surveyers  who  concentrate 
on  the  downtown  corridor  of 
Boston  and  check  buildings  and 
streets  for  possible  gas  leaks. 


and  six  residents  and  a  printing 
company  have  been  temporarily 
displaced  from  the  abutting 
building  at  16  Oxford  Street. 
The  12  residents  are  currently 
staying  with  relatives,  while 
the  Lam  Family  Association 
scheduled  a  meeting  for  Janu¬ 
ary  10  to  discuss  future  plans. 
The  CCBA  will  be  housed  in 
free  space  offered  by  CEDC  at 

Continued  on  page  7 


The  storefront  of  Shanghai  Printing  Co.  at  16  Oxford  Street 
apparently  suffered  heavy  damages  caused  by  the  explosion  and 
fire  in  the  building  next  door.  [Photo  by  Anna  Yee] 
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Editorial 

Serious  Thought  Needed 
In  Wake  Of  Explosion 


Last  week’s  gas  explosion  in 
Chinatown  (on  January  6)  will 
be  remembered  for  its  secon¬ 
dary  miraculous  event:  no  lives 
lost,  minor  injuries  and  the 
great  fortune  and  phenomenon 
of  Wing  Sun  Ng,  a  fourth  floor 
tenant  of  14  Oxford  Street, 
whose  bed  cushioned  him  and 
saved  his  life  when  the  building 
exploded  and  he  and  bed 
plunged  four  stories  onto  the 
first  floor. 

The  phenomenon  makes  good 
local  news  copy.  The  “human 
angle”  also  eases  the  initial 
shock  to  a  major  catastrophe. 
This  “miracle”  and  even 
humorous  story  (inquiries  and 
snickers  are  already  circulating 
about  the  mattress  Ng  used, 
even  the  National  Enquirer 
called  SAMPAN)  should  not 
detract  from  serious  and 
thoughtful  consideration  of  the 
potential  tragedy  that  such  a 
major  gas  explosion  in  a  build¬ 
ing  in  Chinatown  might  have 
involved. 

Thanks  to  timing,  most  ten¬ 
ants  were  away,  and  thanks  to 
Henry  Wong  at  16  Oxford 
Street,  residents  in  that  build¬ 
ing  were  alerted  to  the  gas  leak. 
Had  timing  been  different  and 
people  not  alerted,  perhaps  our 
story  would  be  sadder.  As  it  is, 
the  explosion  has  caused  con¬ 
siderable  pain  for  the  nearby 
businesses,  whose  basements 
were  flooded;  they  face  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in 
destruction  and  loss.  Several 
families  lost  housing.  The  Chi¬ 
nese  Consolidated  Benevolent 
Association— owners  of  the 
building  which  was  totally  de¬ 
molished,  holds  only  $35,000  in 
insurance.  Such  coverage  will- 
not  replace  the  structure 

The  total  extent  of  loss, 
damage  and  inconvenience  has 
not  yet  been  tallied.  If,  and  how 
much,  structured  damage  and 
potential  hazard  there  may  be  to 
nearby  and  abutting  buildings 
is  not  known  and  can  only  be 
guessed.  While  today  we  can  be 
thankful  no  lives  were  lost, 
this  event  should  force  us  to 
.seriously  ask  questions  about 


1  future  security  measures  to  be 
taken  by  all  utilities ...  gas, 
electric,  water  and  sewer,  tele¬ 
phone  ...  all  of  which  have  old 
and  extensive  layers  of  piping 
beneath  Chinatown.  We  should 
also  ask  what  measures  will  be 
taken  by  contractors  and  devel¬ 
opers  who  must  dig  down  into 
these  levels  of  decades-old 
wiring  and  pipes. 

While  investigations  continue 
and  accusations  will  later  be 
made  over  the  specific  cause 
j  and  responsibility  for  this  parti¬ 
cular  explosion,  Chinatown  anc 
its  leadership  need  now  to  ask 
the  broader  questions  to  mini¬ 
mize  the  potential  for  a  repeat 
of  such  an  incident. 

Insurance  Coverage  Issues 

There  will  probably  be  litiga¬ 
tion  and  financial  damages 
sought  by  businesses  suffering 
losses  due  to  this  event,  but 
meanwhile,  it  will  be  a  long 
hard  fight  to  find  relief  and 
compensation. 

A  quick  SAMPAN  survey  of 
business  loss  resulted  in  the 
typical  Chinese  answer  to  be 
expected  in  Chinatown.  One, 
very  little  public  response  to 
what  merchants  consider  a 
private  loss;  and  two,  that  there 
is  not  adequate  insurance  to 
help  businesses  bale  out  of 
these  losses. 

Local  merchants,  property 
owners,  and  residents  of  Chi¬ 
natown  have  historically  and 
traditionally  ignored  insurance 
policies,  deciding  instead  to  try 
to  bear  the  burden  of  future 
loss:  hedging  against  a  loss. 
Inflation  and  the  high  cost  of 
money  today,  make  such 
hedges  a  poor  risk.  SAMPAN  is 
not  endorsing  any  insurance 
carrier,  but  SAMPAN  is  urging 
businesses  to  shore  up  against 
future  losses  and  to  examine 
modern  and  contemporary  bus¬ 
iness  means  to  survive  in 
today’s  business  world:  pur¬ 
chase  of  adequate  insurance  is  a 
relatively  low-cost  business  ex¬ 
pense. 

This  experience  should  be  an 
example  to  all  other  businesses 
in  town. 


^Explosion 

Continued,  from  page  6 

31  Beach  Street. 

Bill  Chin,  chair  of  CCBA,  said 
at  an  Emergency  Council 
Meeting  after  the  explosion  that 
the  leveled  building  was  worth 
more  than  $100,000  and  CCBA 
office  equipment  alone  was 
worth  more  than  $13,000.  He 
later  estimated  reconstruction 
costs  at  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars.  While  the  association 
has  already  begun  to  receive 
some  contributions  toward  its 
construction  fund,  it  will  proba¬ 
bly  seek  remuneration  for  dam¬ 
ages  either  through  an  out-of- 
court  settlement  or  through 
legal  proceedings. 

Henry  Wong,  owner  of  16 
Oxford  Street,  said  the  extent 
and  an  estimate  of  deunages  to 
his  building  were  not  yet 
available. 

Companies  on  the  basement 
level  along  Oxford  Street  sus¬ 
tained  water  deimage  as  a  result 
of  the  fire.  Some  business 
owners  reported  the  water  in 
their  stores  rose  as  high  as  one 
foot.  Estimates  of  damages 
remged  from  $1,000  to  $13,000. 

While  no  reports  of  structural 
damage  to  buildings  surround¬ 
ing  the  explosion  were  re¬ 
ported,  a  fire  department 
spokesperson  stated  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  that  the  force  of  such  an 
explosion  could  result  in 
damage  to  building  structures. 


The  New  England  Telephone 
Co.,  located  across  the  street 
from  the  leveled  building,  said 
its  structural  engineers  found 
that  its  building  sustained  no 
structural  deunage.  A  private 
engineer  found  the  foundation 
of  16  Oxford  Street  to  be  sound. 
Bob  Leigh  of  CEDC  said  he  has 
not  brought  in  engineers  to  look 
at  the  Oxford  Street  Housing 
development,  but  has  deter¬ 
mined  that  there  are  no  dama¬ 
ges  to  its  structure.  David 
Wong,  co-owner  of  a  string  of 
buildings  housing  Chinatown 
residents,  organizations  and 
businesses  along  Oxford  Street, 
is  reportedly  bringing  in  a 
building  inspector  to  survey  the 
structural  safety  of  his  build¬ 
ings. 

A  total  estimate  of  damages 
resulting  from  the  explosion  is 
still  to  be  determined. 

Gas  service  was  returned  to 
most  residents  and  companies 
on  Oxford  Street  on  the  night 
after  the  explosion  and  the 
following  morning.  Others  were 
expected  to  have  their  gas 
service  returned  the  following 
week. 

New  England  Telephone  re¬ 
ported  no  disruption  of  service 
to  its  customers  January  6, 
while  Boston  Edison  stated 
electricity  was  cut  off  tempo¬ 
rarily  to  some  areas  in  the 
community  at  the  request  of  the 
fire  department. 


Contributing  to  this  report 
were  Mary  Lin  and  Greg  Miller. 


Tales  Of  A  Miracle .  .  . 


By  Anna  Yee 

After  Wing  Sun  Ng  finished 
his  reading  around  11:00  p.m. 
January  5  in  his  fourth  floor 
apartment  at  14  Oxford  Street, 
he  decided  not  to  turn  on  the 
heat.  Instead  he  put  on  two 
blankets  and  his  winter  over¬ 
coat  on  his  single  bed.  As  Wing 
retired  for  the  evening,  little  did 
he  know  of  the  miracle  which 
lay  ahead  of  him  the  next 
morning. 

At  approximately  8:00  a.m., 
Wing  was  awakened  by  a  giant 
blasting  sound,  “BON!”  he 
describe  the  explosion  with  his 
two  arms  above  his  head.  He 
was  governed  by  a  plunging 
sensation  and  the  tumbling, 
cracking  noise  of  bricks,  beams, 
and  pieces  of  concrete  falling 
around  him. 

“It  took  about  one  minute  or 
less  before  my  bed  reached 
something  and  stationed.  I 
know  something  had  happened. 

I  grabbed  the  winter  coat 
immediately  to  resist  the  driz¬ 
zling  rain  and  cold  weather.  I 
began  to  look  for  my  personal 
belongings:  rings,  watches, 
documents,...”  He  paused  a 
while,  and  seemed  to  be  in  the 
deep  thought  of  memories 
brought  on  by  mentioning  these 
personal  properties.  “I  heard 
someone  call  out  to  me  in 
English  ‘Come  on  down!  Hurry! 
Come  on  down! ’’’Wing  con¬ 
tinued  his  recollection.  He  saw 
the  smoke  growing  heavier  and 


flames  approaching  him  from 
the  front  end  of  the  building.  “I 
saw  a  few  wooden  beams 
reaching  to  the  ground.  I  picked 
the  heavy  one  to  slide  myself 
down.”  Wing  landed  on  a  pile 
of  debris  in  the  parking  lot  on 
the  north  side  of  the  14  Oxford 
Street  building. 

“There  were  a  few  people 
who  tried  to  clear  the  way  for 
me.  One  person  assisted  me  to 
come  down  and  cross  the 
parking  lot  onto  Oxford  Street.” 
Wing  walked  barefoot  through 
the  broken  glass,  debris  and 
scattered  bricks,  reached  the 
nearest  Chinese  store,  Ho  Toy 
Noodles,  and  called  his  mother 
from  there.  The  rest  of  the  story 
is  history. 

He  told  SAMPAN  that  his 
mother  brought  him  some 
clothes  right  away  and  took  him 
back  to  her  apartment  in  the 
Quincy  Tower  in  Chinatown. 
Later,  his  sons  picked  him  up 
and  took  him  to  shop  for 
clothes,  shoes,  and  even  a  pair 
of  glasses.  Anxious  to  find  out 
whether  he  could  salvage  any  of 
his  personal  belongings  from 
the  debris,  Wing  returned  to 
Chinatown  around  11:45  a.m. 
where  he  talked  through  an 
interpreter  with  a  fire  depart¬ 
ment  official.  Persuaded  by 
friends  and  CCBA’s  staff,  he 
then  went  to  have  a  physical 
check-up  at  the  New  England 
Medical  Center.  Amy  Wong, 
administrative  assistant  of 
CCBA,  accompanied  him  and 


Wing  Sun  Ng  goes  back  to  work  at  Diamond  Head  Restaurant  the 
day  after  he  survived  a  fantastic  four-story  plunge.  [Photo  courtesy 
of  Associated  Press] 


acted  as  the  interpreter. 

Asked  why  he  returned  to 
work  so  soon,  almost  27  hours 
after  the  explosion,  Wing  said, 
“I  feel  responsible  for  my  job 
and  responsibilities  here.  I  want 
to  do  the  best  I  can.”  He  looked 
around  at  his  co-workers  as  he 
answered.  A  few  middle-aged 
Chinese  males  smiled  back  at 
him  as  they  prepared  the  food  in 
the  Diamond  Head  Restaurant 
kitchen.  Immediately,  he  re¬ 
lated  the  story  of  how  Esther 
Tow,  the  current  owner  of  the 
restaurant,  assisted  in  his  fami¬ 
ly’s  reunion  after  almost  57 
years  of  separation.  For  once, 
he  told  SAMPAN  proudly,  “I 
feel  responsible  for  my  job  here. 
I  have  a  very  good  boss.  I  want 
to  do  the  best  I  can.  Back  in 
Hong  Kong  (as  an  accountant), 
I  even  went  to  work  when  I 
didn’t  feel  well.” 

As  reporters  watched,  Wing 
took  two  pill  tablets,  explaining 
“The  doctor  wants  me  to  take 
this  medicine  to  prevent  any 
infections  which  may  be  caused 
by  the  cuts  on  both  of  my 
soIgs  .  * f 

“I  believe  in  God,”  Wing 
stated  as  he  collected  his 
thoughts  on  his  experience  on 
the  gas-related  explosion  inci¬ 
dent  28  hours  later.  “I  feel  safe 
and  at  peace  now.  I  think  God 
protected  me.”  Admitting  that 
he  hasn’t  attended  church  wor¬ 
ship  since  his  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  he  told  SAMPAN 
that  he  used  to  attend  a 
protestant  church  in  Hong 
Kong.  “I  did  pray  in  my  heart  to 
offer  my  thanksgiving  prayer  to 
God  (for  his  life).” 

Until  new  housing  can  be 
arranged  for  him  by  the  CCBA, 
he  plans  to  live  with  his  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Tow,  ages 
82  and  80,  in  Chinatown  proper. 
Life  goes  on  almost  the  same  for 
him.  Ng,  a  widower  for  more 
than  10  years,  is  enchanted  by 
the  frequent  -visits  of  his  two 
sons,  daughters-in-law,  four 
grandsons  and  one  grand¬ 
daughter.  Only  now  he  will  live 
on  with  a  thankful  heart,  a 
sense  of  luck  and  a  family 
reunion  and  celebration  with 
some  dim-sun  this  Wednesday, 
six  days  after  the  “miracle.” 


A  Hero.  .  . 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

Patrick  Rooney,  a  31 -year-old 
technician,  had  just  arrived  to 
work  last  Thursday  and  was 
sitting  down  to  a  cup  of  tea  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  New 
England  Telephone  building  on 
Harrison  Avenue  when  he 
heard  a  loud  explosion  which 
made  the  building  jounce. 

He  ran  out  and  around  to  the 
back  of  the  building  where  he 
saw  Wing  Sun  Ng  perched  on 
top  of  a  15  feet  high  pile  of 


debris.  Ng  was  peering  from 
behind  a  window  frame  of  what 
used  to  be  the  fourth  floor  of  14 
Oxford  Street.  Seeing  that  Ng 
was  precariously  surrounded  by 
fallen  bricks  and  wooden  beams 
which  could  topple  onto  him, 
Rooney  told  him  to  stay  where 
he  was. 

Rooney  searched  wound  the 
rubble  and  next  door  at  16 
Oxford  Street  to  make  sure  no 
one  else  was  in  danger.  A  fire 
started.  Rooney  raced  back  to 
.Ng.  Feeling  no  trepidation,  he 


used  a  steel  pole  to  scale  an 
outer  wall  which  had  fallen  to  a 
45  degree  angle  and  helped  Ng 
down.  They  didn’t  speak. 

He  brought  Ng  over  to  some 
fire  department  officials  and 
later  noticed  he  had  wandered 
away.  Seconds  after  Ng  was 
brought  down,  the  window 
frame  he  was  behind  was 
consumed  by  25  foot  flames. 

Rooney,  a  three-year  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  telephone  com- 
any,  said  that  after  the  blaze 
egan,  “My  only  thought  was 
to  get  him  out.” 


And  Good  Fortune 


By  Anna  Yee 

“It  seemed  like  a  nightmare 
when  I  saw  the  place  the  next 
day ,  ”  Kit  Lin  Lau  told  SAMPAN 
as  she  recalled  her  first  reaction 
after  returning  to  the  site  of  her 
second  floor  apartment  in  the 
now  leveled  building  at  14 
Oxford  Street. 

“I  wish  there  still  were  hope 
to  find  or  dig  out  my  things,  but 
they  (the  policemen  and  fire¬ 
men)  told  me  not  to  go  near  the 
scene,  because  of  the  danger 
involved  and  there  are  nothing 
left  but  debris.” 

As  she  talked  further,  ano¬ 
ther  lucky  story  begem  to 
unfold.  She  told  SAMPAN  of 
circumstances  which  caused  all 
five  members  of  her  family  to 
escape  the  would-be  tragedy. 

“I  came  to  this  country  in 
1970.  Our  family  relocated  a 
couple  of  times  since  we  settled 
here.”  They  moved  to  14 
Oxford  Street  in  1979.  She 
indicated  that  her  family,  which 
consists  of  her  husband,  her 
mother  and  her  two  brothers, 


has  to  live  near  Chinatown 
because  of  their  cultural  and 
language  needs.  “Restaurant 
work  is  hard.  You  don’t  know 
what  is  really  involved  with  this 
business.  ’  ’  All  five  people  in  the 
family  have  to  work  in  her  small 
Chinese  take-out  food  restau¬ 
rant  in  Lawrence,  including  her 
71-year-old  mother  who  will 
help  out  when  needs  arise. 

“Life  is  difficult  when  you 
have  to  work  eleven  hours 
(thirteen  on  weekends)  a  day, 
seven  days  a  week.  You  become 
so  tired  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
you  hardly  want  to  move  an 
inch,  or  drive  30  miles  to  go 
home  sleep.”  On  the  eve  of 
January  5,  after  a  busy  working 
day,  the  Lau’s  decided  not  to 
return  to  their  apartment,  but  to 
stay  in  Lawrence  to  get  a  good 
night’s  rest. 

On  the  next  morning,  while 
five  weary  people  still  rested, 
their  velvet-covered  wood  sofa, 
three  TV  sets,  six  dressers  and 
all  furnishings  and  jewelry, 
among  other  properties  in  the 
apartment,  went  up  in  ashes  in 


the  explosion. 

“I  have  to  buy  tea  cups, 
chopsticks .  .  everything  all 
over  again,”  she  said  with  a 
tone  of  anxiety.  She  told 
SAMPAN  that  during  the  first 
night  after  the  fire,  she  had  to 
borrow  blankets  from  friends. 
She  also  indicated  that  the 
Lau’s  did  not  purchase  any 
insurance  to  cover  personal 
property  and  thus,  are  facing  a 
large  sum  of  personal  losses. 

“I  am  glad  that  we  are  all  fine 
and  are  still  alive.”  Her  tone 
changed  from  one  of  worry  to 
thankfulness.  Saying  that  aside 
from  the  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association’s  and 
Chinese  American  Civic  Asso¬ 
ciation’s  efforts  to  assist  the 
family  to  find  housing,  she  will 
be  busy  with  purchasing  the 
daily  necessities  and  reapplying 
for  documents  destroyed  by  the 
explosion  and  fire.  “It’ll  take 
months  before  we  settle  down 
again.  I  truly  hope  they  can  find 
an  apartment  for  us,  because  of 
my  mother’s  age  and  our  basic 
need  for  housing.” 
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Volunteers  Hope  To  Expand  Bilingual  Radio  Program 


Alan  Wan,  a  member  of  the  “Dragon  Gate  ’  stuff,  listens  as  Jack  Ling  demonstrates 
the  Chinese  classical  instrument,  the  pipa,  during  a  recent  broadcast. 


By  Tommy  S.K.  Chi 

When  can  one  turn  on  the  radio  in  the 
greater  Boston  area  and  hear  a  bilingual 
radio  program  being  broadcast  in 
Mandarin  and  in  English?  Well,  if  you 
are  still  wondering,  the  answer  is, 
WUMB,  91.9  FM  on  Sunday  between 
8:00  and  9:00  p.m.  This  bilingual  radio 
program  titled  “Dragon  Gate,"  has 
helped  till  some  ot  the  communication 
ana  cultural  gaps  which  existed  in  the 
Chinese  community  throughout  the 
greater  Boston  area. 

Dragon  Gate  was  established  one  year 
ago  by  a  few  concerned  citizens  from  the 
Chinese  communities,  who  wanted  to 
reach  out  and  to  provide  the  Chinese 
audiences  with  a  radio  program  to  which 
they  can  easily  relate.  Since  its  incep¬ 
tion,  this  all  volunteer  staff  (Ginny  Lin, 
Jane  Ku,  Alan  Wan,  Chih  Wang,  Ann 
Chi,  Henry  Hsia,  Le-jen  Chen,  Sue-Fin 
Wang,  Nai  Chang,  Hsin-Pao  Lin, 
Nae-Ning  Yu,  Cecile  Hsia)  has  done  a 
laudable  job  in  achieving  their  objectives 
by  putting  together  an  enjoyable  and 
worthwhile  weekly  program. 

The  program  usually  provides  melo¬ 
dies  of  Chinese  music,  interviews, 
discussions,  news  items  and  other 
information  pertinent  to  the  Chinese  in 
Chinatown  and  in  the  surrounding 
suburbs.  For  example,  three  weeks  ago, 
a  guest  was  invited  to  play  the  ancient 
Chinese  musical  string  instrument,  the 
pipa,  and  to  provide  some  information 
about  the  pipa  for  the  program.  More 
recently,  the  program  plans  to  initiate  a 
Chinese  learning  class  to  be  conducted 
during  the  program.  It  will  be  a  ten 
minute  session,  teaching  the  phonetics 
of  Mandarin  for  people  who  have  had 
little  exposure  to  Mandarin. 

Recently,  the  SAMPAN  had  the 
opportunity  to  sit  in  on  a  taping  session 


of  an  upcoming  program  for  Sunday, 
which  was  to  be  aired  at  UMass  in  the 
student-supported  radio  station  WUMB. 
About  forty-five  minutes  before  taping, 
the  two  program  broadcasters  gathered 
the  materials  compiled  by  the  producer, 
Jane  Ku,  and  the  staff.  The  job  of  taking 
all  the  materials  and  rearranging  them 
into  a  coherent  and  organized  program 
was  no  easy  task,  but  a  few  laughs  here 
and  there  helped  to  dissipate  much  of 
the  tension. 

When  the  taping  session  began,  a 
radio  technician,  Steve  Knipstein,  was 
needed  to  monitor  the  recording  equip¬ 
ments.  With  the  microphones,  head¬ 
phones,  recorder  and  other  audio 


equipment  ready  to  roll,  the  taping 
commenced.  The  session  progressed 
smoothly  as  the  broadcasters  announced 
the  program.  Of  course,  there  were 
sporadic  pauses  during  the  taping  due  to 
some  minor  technical  difficulties  or 
miscommunication  between  the  announ¬ 
cers.  Often,  the  announcers  welcomed 
such  pauses  to  regather  their  materials 
or  to  joke  about  the  rotundity  of  the  radio 
technician. 

When  the  taping  ended,  the  tape  was 
edited  and  refined.  A  copy  of  the 
finished  product  was  sent  down  to  a 
radio  station  in  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  to  provide  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  in  that  area  with  an  opportunity 


to  enjoy  a  bilingual  program.  But  for  the 
people  of  Boston,  the  program  is 
broadcast  from  the  UMass  radio  station, 
which  enables  the  program  to  reach  a 
larger  audience  than  when  it  was 
broadcast  from  the  Boston  College  radio 
station.  But,  more  important,  it  allowed 
the  program  to  shift  its  primary  listening 
area  to  the  South  Shore  and  Greater 
Boston  area. 

One  of  the  coordinators  of  the 
program,  Ginny  Lin,  expressed  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  the  future  of  the  program.  She 
said,  “The  program  holds  much  poten¬ 
tial  for  further  development.  One  of  the 
things  we  want  to  do  is  to  enlarge  the 
focus  of  the  program  by  including 
community  issues  and  concerns.”  Lin 
stated  that  she  hopes  to  establish  a 
closer  working  relationship  with  the 
South  Cove  Community  Health  Center  to 
provide  more  information  about  the 
available  social  and  health  care  services. 

In  addition,  Lin  hopes  to  further  the 
program’s  outreach  by  broadcasting  the 
program  in  Cantonese. 

Already  the  program  has  accom¬ 
plished  several  notable  goals.  Its  cultural 
presentation  in  September  to  commem¬ 
orate  the  August  Moon  Festival  has 
drawn  much  support  and  praise  from  its 
audience.  Furthermore,  they  have  sub¬ 
mitted  one  of  the  hourly  programs  in  a 
nationwide  bilingual  broadcasting  com¬ 
petition  sponsored  by  the  National  Asian 
American  Telecommunication  Associa¬ 
tion,  which  is  compiling  a  radio  series  to 
be  aired  on  the  Public  Broadcasting 
Service  network  next  year. 

It  also  has  been  suggested  by  a  few 
radio  station  personnel  that  with  the 
expanding  facilities  offered  by  the  U 
Mass  radio  station,  the  program  can  be 
aired  live  to  provide  the  audience  with  an 
opportunity  to  voice  their  opinions  about 
the  various  issues  the  program  deals 
with  each  week. 


Sidels  Provide  A  Comprehensive  Look  At  Health  Care  In  China 


By  Gloria  Chun 


THE  HEALTH  OF  CHINA: 
CURRENT  CONFLICTS  IN 
MEDICAL  AND  HUMAN  SER¬ 
VICES  FOR  ONE  BILLION 
PEOPLE,  by  Ruth  Sidel  and 
Victor  Sidel.  Published  by  Bea¬ 
con  Press.  $13.50. 


The  Health  of  China:  Current 
Conflicts  in  Medical  and  Human 
Services  for  One  Billion  People 
by  Ruth  Sidel  and  Victor  Sidel  is 
a  fascinating  and  informative 
book  about  the  past,  current 
and  continuing  struggles,  suc¬ 
cesses  and  failures  of  China  as 
it  works  to  resolve  critical  and 
massive  health  care  questions. 

Ruth  Sidel,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  sociology  at  Hunter 
College,  and  husband  r  Victor 
Sidel,  chairman  of  the  Depart¬ 


ment  of  Social  Medicine  at 
Montefiore  Hospital  and  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  and  professor  of 
Community  Health  at  the  Albert 
Einstein  College  of  Medicine  in 
New  York,  have  been  prolific 
writers  on  China. 

The  husband-wife  team  were 
among  the  members  of  the  first 
U.S. -medical  delegation  to  Chi¬ 
na  after  reapproachment  be¬ 
tween  U.S.  and  China. 

An  outpouring  of  early  re¬ 
views  of  Chinese  health  care 
systems  were  mostly  uncritical 
and  overzealous  endorsements 
and  wonderment  at  China— its 
barefoot  doctors  and  innovative 
health  care  programs  to  take 
medicine  into  the  countryside. 

The  Sidels  take  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  look,  a  step  back  and  a 
more  analytical  approach  after 
the  initial  euphoria  created  by 
early  fans,  themselves  in¬ 
cluded.  They  review  progress  in 


a  more  deliberative,  cautious 
and  critical  fashion,  asking  the 
right  questions  and  looking  at 
the  impact  of  politics,  China's 
early  program  of  preventive 
cares  and  China’s  burgeoning 
population  problems  in  under¬ 
standing  China. 

To  the  lay  reader  who  is  not  a 
specialist,  a  Sinologist,  but  who 
is  curious  about  and  interested 
in  the  dynamics  of  medicine  and 
health  care  in  China  and  the 
vast  political  problems  which 
intervene  all  of  China,  The 
Health  of  China  is  an  excellent 
well-written  book  with  numer¬ 
ous  resources,  interesting  facts 
and  anecdotes.  What  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  China—  a  look  behind 
the  bamboo  curtain  and  China’s 
pullback  abruptly  from  earlier 
decentralization  and  experi¬ 
mental  and  extensive  use  of 
indigenous  (untrained)  people 
to  provide  health  care  services 
make  for  thoughtful  reading. 


The  Sidels  look  at  this  revolu¬ 
tionary  experiment,  at  the  his¬ 
tory  of  China  and  its  four 
miilenium  of  medical  history 
and  the  swinging  political  pen¬ 
dulum  to  provide  a  framework 
for  understanding. 

A  chapter  by  son  Mark  Sidel, 
“Red  Vs.  Expert,”  provides 
insight  into  the  educational 
system  as  it  affects  medical  care 
and  the  on-going  dialectical 
discussion  within  China  about 
degrees  of  weight  on  political 
consciousness  versus  techno¬ 
logical  training  and  the  struggle 
between  the  two. 

Can  one  billion  people  expect 
good  health  care?  In  China,  the 
estimated  life  expectancy  be¬ 
fore  the  Communist  takeover 
was  about  35  years.  In  1981, 
statistics  show  that  a  female  in 
China  can  expect  to  live  to  age 
69.6  and  for  men,  to  age  67,  an 
extraordinary  accomplishment. 
Rather  than  illness,  poor  nutri¬ 


tion  or  consumptive  diseases, 
which  plague  most  poor  na¬ 
tions,  the  major  causes  of  death 
in  China  today  are  cancer, 
stroke  and  heart  diseases,  the 
same  three  which  constitute 
primary  killers  in  the  U.S. 
Compared  to  other  developing 
countries,  China  ranks  among 
the  top  for  life  expectancy  and 
low  in  infant  mortality.  (The 
Sidels  note  that  infant  mortality 
for  the  City  of  New  York  with 
less  than  8  million  people  is 
higher  than  the  city  of  Shanghai 
with  a  population  close  to  11 
billion.) 

Does  China  provide  a  health 
care  model  for  others?  The 
Sidels  also  examine  this  quest¬ 
ion  and  suggest  sympathetically 
and  thoughtfully  their  concerns. 
More  important,  given  the  vast 
amount  of  research  and  infor¬ 
mation  that  they  provide  the 
reader,  the  Sidels  provide  a 
springboard  for  further  thinking 
and  for  greater  understanding 
and  comprehension  of  the 
broader  questions  that  all  of  us, 
living  in  rich,  poor  or  develop¬ 
ing  nations  ought  to  ask  our¬ 
selves  about  world  health  issues 
as  common  neighbors  sharing 
the  same  planet. 
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Asian  American  Expansions  Into  'Classical'  Music 


By  Fred  Wei-han  Houn 


RPM  Records,  an  independent  record¬ 
ing  company  based  in  San  Francisco,  has 
released  two  new,  strong  albums 
featuring  the  works  of  Asian  American 
instrumentalists/ composers: 

John  Jang’s  debut,  JANG,  and 
Front  quartet’s  second  album,  with 
Sansei  bassist  Mark  Izu,  OHM:  UNIT  OF 
RESISTANCE. 

These  are  serious  musical  presenta¬ 
tions— of  high  artistic  standards  and 
challenging,  engaging  political  ideas. 
Both  are  instrumental  albums  in  the 
contemporary,  fiery  improvisational 
“jazz”  idiom. 

These  young  musicians  are  politically 
aware  and  committed  to  progressive 
struggle.  “Jazz”,  is,  afterall,  America’s 
truly  indigenous  classical  music.  It  is  the 
most  sophisticated  musical  art  form 
arising  from  the  historical/ social/cultur¬ 
al  matrix  of  American  society,  given  by 
African  American  culture.  But  here’s  the 
contradiction:  for  the  most  part,  it  is  not 
the  music  supported  by  the  NEA,  nor  the 
music  commonly  performed  at  Lincoln 
Center  or  the  Smithsonian,  nor  the  main 
part  of  the  curricula  of  conservatories 
and  music  departments.  Because  of  its 
Black  sources  and  innovators,  this  highly 
complex  and  exciting  art  music  is 
suppressed,  neglected,  abused  and 
ripped  off.  (What  is  generally  called 
“classical  music”  is  actually  European 
concert  music.) 

Thus  it  is  all  the  more  heartening  to 
hear/read  the  thoughts  of  conscious 
musicians  who  fight  to  develop  the  art  to 
.change  society. 

In  the  back  cover  photo  of  JANG,  Jang 
stands  in  front  of  a  placard  that 

Sroclaims:  Monk  Yes!  Mozart  No!  John 
ang  writes: 

“Someday  I  would  like  to  see  Monk 
Scholars  in  all  U.S.  music  institutions  as 
well  as  capitalism  in  the  U.S.,  Monk  and 
the  myriad  of  other  great  American 
artists  will  continue  to  be  ignored.” 

John  Jang’s  piano  playing  and  com¬ 
positions  are  drenched  in  the  influence 
and  study  of  Thelonius  Monk,  Bud 
Powell,  Charles  Mingus,  Duke  Ellington 
and  the  contemporary,  overarching 
presence  of  Cecil  Taylor,  Paul  Bley, 
Richard  Muhal  Abrams,  etc. 

The  first  piece,  “For  Sister  Deena,” 
features  his  writing  and  its  performance 
by  United  Front  members:  George 
Sams,  trumpet:  Louis  Jordan,  alto  sax; 
Mark  Izu,  bass;  Anthony  Brown,  mul¬ 
tiple  percussion;  and  Baird  Miller, 
guitar.  Jang  is  a  sophisticated  composer 
yet  his  work  is  never  inflexible.  There’s 
enough  openness  to  allow  for  maximum 
improvisational  input  from  the  musicians 
—a  flowing  unity  of  structure  and 
freedom,  never  ponderous.  George 
Sams,  an  excellent  trumpeter,  employs  a 
gambit  of  innovative  techniques:  half¬ 
valve,  choked  and  pinched  notes,  flutter 
tonguing. 

The  melody  is  characteristically  Monk¬ 
ish:  angular,  wide  intervallic  skips.  And 
it  swings  fiercely!  Izu’s  steady,  fat  pulse 
makes  you  get  up  and  shout:  Monk 
Lives! 

Anthony  Brown’s  sensitive  multi¬ 
percussion  gives  a  range  of  colors  and 
feeds  crisp  accented  punctuation  without 
having  to  keep  time.  Since  Max  Roach 
freed  the  drummer  from  the  confines  of 
time-keeping,  the  drums  have  become 
an  additional  melodic  voice. 

The  theme  is  driving  motif,  used  in  an 
epistrophy  fashion. 

Jang’s  first  album  is  a  broad  display  of 
his  compositional  and  pianistic  abilities, 
from  solo,  abstract,  impressionist  works 
(“Two  selections  from  5  Pieces  for 
Piano”)  to  linear,  propelling  bebop 
(Coltrane’s  “Giant  Steps”).  He  is  an 
explorer,  drawing  out  all  the  musical 
possibilities  from  the  piano.  In  the 
former  work,  he  plays  the  insides  of  the 
piano  strings. 

“Lester  Leaps  Out”  is  a  refreshing, 
new  examination  of  the  standard.  A  tight 
guitar/piano  duet  states  the  melody. 
Jang  constructs  a  masterful  solo  far 
more  sophisticated  than  is  ordinarily 
suggested  from  a  simple  standard  chord 
progression.  His  solo  blisters  with 
tightly  voiced  chords,  dissonant  clusters, 
sharp,  percussive  attacks. 

The  first  side  ends  with  a  rollicking, 

fospel-rich  traditional  “Sweet,  Sweet 
pint.” 

Side  two  continues  the  combinations 
and  juxtaposition  of  the  traditional  and 
experimental.  “Le  Chocard  des  Alpes 
from  Catalogue  d’Oiseaux  (Bird  Cata¬ 
log)”  spans  the  entire  range  of  dynamics 
and  register.  There  are  dense,  bursting 
storms  to  sudden,  softly  redolent 
passages;  thundering  basso  waves  to 


piercing,  crisp  high  register  clusters. 

“Ballad  of  the  Budbird  Boogie  (dedi¬ 
cated  to  Wilbur  Price)”  opens  with  a 
Louis  Joran  cadenza  and  proceeds  to  a 
moody,  Mingus-like  elegy  evoking  El¬ 
lingtonian  rich  voicings.  Guitarist  Baird 
Miller  gives  us  a  fiery  solo  supported  by 
a  brawny  glissando  riff  by  the  horns. 

The  final  piece  of  the  album  is  a 
tribute  to  two  perrenial  geniuses  of  the 
music:  Charles  Mingus  and  John 
Coltrane.  With  “Goodbye  Pork  Pie  Hat” 
(Mingus’  farewell  tribute  to  Lester 
Young  as  the  title  refers  to  Young’s 
omnipresent  bowler),  the  theme  is 
played  in  several  moods.  Jang  begins 
with  a  ragtime-like  interpretation,  then 
shifts  to  a  somber,  rubato  (free  tempo) 
performance  of  extreme  width  as  the 
melody  is  played  in  the  very  low  register 
with  a  repeated  counter  line  in  the  top 
register. 

A  wild  tone  poem  serves  as  segue. 
This  is  a  play  on  Chinese  tonal 
characters:  “Chow  Lee  Ming”  (the 
inscrutable  Charles  Mingus!?!?!). 

Lastly,  there’s  “Giant  Steps.”  First,  a 
rubato  stirring  of  the  chords;  then  Jang 
builds  to  a  vamping  interlude,  spiralling 
in  intensity  until  “Giant  Steps’’  breaks 
out.  Jang’s  left  hand  shoots  out  a 
running  bass  line  while  simultaneously 
his  right  hand  plays  the  melody  and 
takes  off  soloing. 

“Giant  Steps”  is  the  apex  of  neo-bop 
chordal  improvisation.1  And  Jang  has  it 
firmly  mastered.  I  jumped  out  of  my 
chair  and  howled  at  his  prowess.  He 
even  fits  in  a  quote  from  Trane’s 
“Moment’s  Notice.” 

United  Front’s  second  album  is  highly 
imagistic.  “Nomadic  Wings”  (George 
Sams)  is  based  on  a  droning  arco 
(bowed)  bass  vamp  from  which  the 
soloists  speak.  Such  a  form  could  get 
monotonous  if  not  for  the  highly  unique 
and  different  solo  conceptions.  Jason 
Michael’s  piano  solo  is  Tynerish,  with 
expansive,  richly  resonating  chords. 

For  such  modal  pieces,  I  wish 
drummer  Anthony  Brown  would  be  more 
diverse  by  shifting  from  free  to  more 
rhythmical,  punctuating  playing.  Lewis 
Jordan’s  alto  sound  is  weak.  His 
constant  slurring  run  of  notes  lacks 
rhythmic  interest  and  vitality. 

The  hallmark  of  the  group  is  the 
sensitive  ensemble  work.  There  are  no 
individual  stars.  The  group  works  well  as 
a  collective  musical  unit.  Izu’s  baleful, 
eastern  pentatonic  bowing  ends  the 
piece. 

Jordan’s  arrangement  of  Frederick 
Douglass’  speech,  “Nothing  is  More 
Precious  than  Independence  and  Free¬ 
dom,”  as  an  alternation  of  speech 
recitation  and  programmatic  music,  is 
too  predictable.  With  such  a  powerful 
and  instructive  text,  Jordan’s  reading  of 
it  is  bland.  The  music  is  programmatic, 
serving  as  corresponding  effects  to  the 
text.  When  the  word  “waves”  is  recited, 
the  music  takes  on  the  effect  of  ocean 
waves.  When  the  word  “rain”  is  used, 
the  pitterpatter  effect  of  rain  is  given. 
Douglass’  fine  statement  could  be 
developed  without  such  mechanical 
predictability,  but  rather,  based  more  on 
the  overall  emotional,  catalyctic  feeling 


and  energy  of  the  message. 

United  Front  makes  good  use  of 
contrast.  “I  Will  Be  Free”  erupts  in 
atonal  open  blowing  section  and  resides 
to  serene,  dark  minor,  slow  flowing 
passages. 

“Ichi  Ni  San”  has  a  folk-song-like 
quality,  a  soft,  gentle  lyricism.  Izu 
exhibits  his  majestically  singing  bass 
and  sweeping  technique. 

The  album  concludes  with  a  nasty, 
riotously  swinging,  “What  I  Heard 
Once.”  Yow! 

Jang  and  United  Front  continue  to 
develop  the  progressive  music  of  Asian 
America.  They  are  part  of  the 


w 

continuum  of  Asian  American  music:  a 
tradition  of  rich,  earthy  Asian  folk  music; 
the  inspirational  and  evocative  songs  of 
A  Grain  of  Sand,  and  Yokohama, 
California;  the  energy  and  vitality  of 
Benny  Yee  and  Warriors  of  the  Rainbow, 
and  Hiroshima;  the  innovative  expres¬ 
sion  of  Russell  Baba;  the  dedication  and 
spirit  of  the  community  taiko  groups.  Get 
•the  albums,  listen  and  spread  the 
message. 

Fred  Wei-han  Houn  is  a  musician, 
composer  and  arranger,  and  published 
poet  and  writer  currently  living  in  New 
York  City. 


THURS- SAT  8:00  PM 
JANUARY  6-29 
OVERLAND  GALLERY 
MASS  COLLEGE  OF  ART 
ADM  5.00  ph  731 -2040 
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1983  A  Year  Of  Change  And  Prosperity 


By  the  Money  Man 

During  the  last  decade,  there 
have  been  profound  changes  in 
American  society.  The  1960’s 
and  early  1970's  experiment 
with  alternative  values  and  life 
styles  is  essentially  over.  While 
many  may  argue  the  point,  the 
profitable  speculative  era  in 
hard  assets  such  as  real  estate, 
art,  gems  and  coins  also  is  past. 
The  consumptive  gorging  pur¬ 


chases  of  expensive  vacations, 
Betamaxes,  big  cars  has  been 
replaced  by  a  desire  for  capital 
formation. 

The  reason  appears  fairly 
simple.  The  country  is  restruc¬ 
turing  its  attitudes,  restructur¬ 
ing  its  balance  sheet  after  years 
of  overextension  in  the  form  of 
personal  as  well  as  corporate 
debt.  The  re-awakening,  no 
doubt,  is  the  long,  draining,  and 
suppressive  recession.  Each 


Help 

Wanted 


v  — ■  *  -  x  •  —  v — --j 

CAMBRIDGE 

SCHOOLS 

I 

The  Cambridge  School  Dept, 
is  seeking  candidates  for  tech¬ 
nical  assistant  positions  in  the 
>  Occupational  Education  Dept. 

‘  with  experience  in  the  following  ' 
areas: 

•  Culinary  Arts 

:  •  Bilingual  (Haitian/  ; 

Creole) 

e  Electrical  Teacher 
(6  years  trade  experience 
’  and  approval  by  Dlv.  Oc.  : 
Ed.,  Mass.  Dept,  of  Ed.) 
Minority  candidates  are  en- 
,  couraged  to  apply. 

A  resume  and  3  letters  of-! 
reference  should  be  sent  to 
Personnel  Dept,  Director  Steven 
I,  Theall,  Cambridge  School 
if  Dept.,  159  Thorndike  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02141. 

I  An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
IL  Opportunity  Employer  M/F/H. 
I_3«  -X- .  ■  k£ 


RECEPTIONIST 

Oxfam  America,  an  international 
development  agency  near  Park 
Square,  seeks  receptionist  to 
handle  busy  switchboard.  Also 
secretarial  and  administrative 
duties.  Previous  receptionist/ 
PABX  experience  required. 
Typing  55  wpm  and  good  office 
skills.  Good  salary  and  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resume  and  letter 
describing  work  history  to 
Candace  Hall,  1 1 5  Broadway, 
Boston,  M A  021 1 6.  No  phone 
calls  please. 

Oxfam  America  is  an  equal  op¬ 
portunity  employer. 


MASTER’S  LEVEL 
CLINICIAN 

Full-time  Master's  level  Child 
Mental  Health  Clinician  (EGMA 
in  Psychology  or  MSW)  for  cen¬ 
tral  crisis  intervention  team.  Pre¬ 
fer  a  bilingual  Chinese  or  Span¬ 
ish  speaking  person  with  experi¬ 
ence  working  with  emotionally 
troubled  children  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 

Please  send  resumes  to  Kath¬ 
leen  Fulton.  No  phone  calls, 
please. 

An  Affirmative  Action/ Equal  Opportunity 
Employer,  M/F. 

New  England 
Medical  Center 


month  we  hear  ever  increasing 
unemployment  Figures;  we  hear 
Social  Security  may  not  survive; 
we  hear  American  goods  are  no 
longer  competitive  in  the  world 
market.  The  list  is  long  and, 
consequently,  has  raised  the 
impulse  to  save  and  to  survive. 

The  trauma  of  the  last  few 
years  is  very  deep  seated  and 
will  not  easily  go  away.  The 
conservative  trend  will  not  be 
easily  reversed.  The  govern - 


The  Massachusetts  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Welfare  an¬ 
nounces  an  open  competitive 
examination  for  Financial  Assis¬ 
tance  Worker  II  and  Financial 
Assistance  Worker  III. 

Duties  for  the  Financial  As¬ 
sistance  Worker  II  include 
assisting  clients  in  applying  for 
benefits  and  determining  client 
eligibility  for  financial  assis¬ 
tance. 

Duties  for  the  Financial  As¬ 
sistance  Worker  ID  include 
supervising  and  training  Finan¬ 
cial  Assistance  Workers  of 
lower  grades  in  determining 
client  eligibility  for  financial 
assistance. 

The  last  date  for  filing 
applications  is  Friday,  January 
14.  The  exam  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  February  26. 


ment,  big  Uncle  Sam,  no  longer 
stands  behind  us  with  hand¬ 
outs;  we  must  “Go  it  alone”  as 
best  we  can.  Nevertheless,  with 
the  pain  of  high  unemployment, 
bankruptcies,  displacements, 
and  overextension,  there  are 
benefits  from  the  recession. 
America’s  business  manager 
has  become  a  better  manager. 
No  longer  can  he  or  she  depend 
on  being  rescued  from  loose 
management  practices  by  pass- 


T'ne  minimum  salary  for  the 
Financial  Assistance  Worker  II 
position  is  $247.60  a  week;  the 
maximum  salary  is  $357.67  a 
week.  The  minimum  salary  for 
Financial  Assistance  Worker  III 
is  $289.87;  maximum  salary 
$378.82  a  week.  These  salaries 
may  vary  depending  upon  the 
compensation  plan  in  effect  at 
time  of  appointment  due  to 
collective  bargaining  agree¬ 
ments. 

Handicapped  applicants  re¬ 
quiring  special  arrangements 
for  taking  the  examination  cam 
request  assistance  by  tele¬ 
phoning  727-8492  or  727-7583. 

For  more  information  regard¬ 
ing  entrance  requirements, 
educational  substitutions,  or 
duties  for  these  positions  please 
contact  Terri  O’Connor  at  727- 
6014  or  727-6015. 


ing  mistakes  onto  the  consu¬ 
mer;  no  longer  can  earnings  be 
increased  through  inflationary 
pass-throughs;  no  longer  can 
management  be  insulated  from 
competition  in  the  world  mar¬ 
ket.  This  is  the  restructuring  of 
industrial  America. 

Investments  have  become  the 
“in”  course  of  action.  We  can 
no  longer  complacently  leave 
our  money  in  low  income 
savings.  The  appearance  of 
money  market  funds  in  the 
mid-1970's  propelled  the  old 
and  comfortable  habit  of  pas¬ 
sive  savings  to  active  invest¬ 
ments.  Active  investments 
meant  choosing  among  many 
funds,  degree  of  safety  and  just 
plain  opening  an  account.  As¬ 
sertive  acts  meant  investigating 
the  myriad  of  choices. 

During  the  last  decade  or  so 
the  hard  assets  (real  estate,  art, 
gems  and  coins)  have  had 
explosive  increases.  Stocks 
have  not  kept  pace  with  infla¬ 
tion  and  bonds  were  a  disaster. 
If  the  economy  is  going  through 
a  fundamental  change  from 
inflationary  expectations  (buy 
ing  before  prices  go  up)  to 
deflation  (money  is  worth 
more),  stocks  and  bonds  offer 
great  opportunities  for  gain.  I 
believe  the  stock  market  is  in  a 
long-term  bullish  trend.  While 
there  may  be  periodic  market 
declines  to  adjust  overbought  or 
excessive  rallies,  opportunities 
abound. 


Public  Welfare  Exams 


Calendar  Events 


Photographic  Exhibition  Of  China  In  Lawrence 


Scenes  from  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  as  captured 
by  Roger  D.  Farrington,  will  be 
presented  in  a  45-photograph 
exhibition  at  ‘the  Lawrence 
Academy  Gallery  in  Groton 
through  January  21. 

“China:Shanghai,  Beidahe, 
Beijing,”  still  being  edited  as 
this  issue  went  to  press,  will 
provide  glimpses  of  famous 
landmarks  such  as  the  Great 
Wall,  Ming  Tomb,  Great  Hall 
and  Forbidden  City,  as  well  as 
of  less  well  known  scenes  of 
workers  in  apple  orchards, 
noodle  factories,  flour  mills  and 
the  coastal  resort  city  of 
Beidahe.  Beidahe,  noted  for  its 

Asian  Gospel  Singer 
To  Hold  Concert 
In  Boston  Church 

Japanese  American  gospel 
singer  Wes  Terasaki  will  per¬ 
form  in  concert  at  7:00  p.m., 
January  23  at  the  Boston 
Chinese  Evangelical  Church, 
249  Harrison  Avenue,  Boston. 

Terasaki,  a  native  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  is  a  singer  and  composer 
who  has  produced  two  record 
albums  featuring  songs  such  as 
“He  is  God,”  “Jesus  is  Mine” 
and  “Mathew  11.” 

His  Boston  concert  will  be 
among  his  first  performances  on 
the  east  coast. 

The  concert  is  open  to  the 
public,  and  admission  is  free. 
For  more  information,  call 
426-5711. 


villas  built  by  the  French, 
English  and  wealthy  Chinese 
between  1890  and  1949,  today 
serves  as  a  vacation  retreat  for 
Chinese. 

The  exhibition  will  include 
mostly  color  and  some  black  and 
white  photographs  taken  by 
Farrington  during  his  trip  to 


“Dragon  Gate,”  a  weekly 
bilingual  radio  program  in 
Mandarin  and  English,  is  now 
aired  every  Sunday  at  8:00  p.m. 
on  WUMB  91.9  FM  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Harbor  Campus. 

Programs  for  January  include 
£  i  series  of  cultural  segments  on 
Chinese  novels,  music,  com¬ 
munity  news  and  introduction  of 
community  organizations. 

This  month’s  program  sched¬ 
ule  is  as  follows: 

Jan.  16  -  The  special  topic  of 

Real 

Estate 


BROOKLINE  -  3  family 
brick  building,  large  re¬ 
novated  apartment,  park¬ 
ing,  new  gas  heating 
unit,  vacancy  for  buyer. 
$145,000.  277-3070. 


China  last  September.  Farring¬ 
ton  has  photographed  in  Boston 
for  six  years,  and  “China” 
represents  his  first  exhibition. 

The  Gallery  is  open  Monday 
through  Friday  from  8:00  a.m.  - 
5:00  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  -  9:30 
p.m.  and  Sunday  from  2:00 
p.m.  -  4:00  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  448-6535. 


discussion  will  be  “Christianity 
and  Filial  Piety.” 

Jan.  23  -  Cultural  segment  on 
“The  Red  Chamber  Dream,”  a 
novel  by  Tsao  Hsueh-ching  of 
the  Ching  Dynasty. 

Jan.  30  -  Community  focus  on 
Bob  Bickerton,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Quincy  Community 
School 

*  ‘  Dragon  Gate  ”  welcomes 
listings  of  events  and  activities. 
Send  listings  to  Boston  Chinese 
Broadcast,  P.O.  Box  490,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139 


RESTAURANT 
FOR  SALE 

Full  liquor  license  with 
entertainment  license. 
Seating  capacity  300. 
Fully  equipped  with  two 
bars,  full  kitchen,  air  con¬ 
ditioning.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  please  call  266- 
0860. 


'Dragon  Gate'  January  Programs 


AARW  Plans  Asian 


Lunar  New  Year 
Celebration 

The  Asian  American  Re¬ 
source  Workshop  (AARW)  has 
plans  underway  for  its  Third 
Annual  Asian  Lunar  New  Year 
Celebration  in  Chinatown  to 
welcome  the  Year  of  the  Pig 
which  begins  Sunday,  February 
13. 

The  AARW’s  bilingual  cul¬ 
tural  performances  will  be  held 
at  the  Quincy  Community 
School,  885  Washington  Street, 
in  Chinatown  on  Monday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  14  from  6:30  to  9:00  p.m. 
The  AARW’s  celebration  will 
include  traditional  songs,  music 
and  dance  from  China,  Vietnam 
and  other  Asian  cultures. 


SPACIOUS 

ONE  AND  TWO  BEDROOM 
ELDERLY 
APARTMENTS 


Features:  wall-to-wall  carpet,  contemporary  appliances.  24  hour  main¬ 
tenance  service,  emergency  intercom,  closed  circuit  TV,  community 
space,  library,  crafts  and  billiard  rooms,  skylights,  beautifully  land¬ 
scaped  courtyards  and  more  Market  rate  and  handicapped  units 
available 


Please  call  for  further  information  or  to  set  up  an  appointment. 

364-5277 

1344  Hyde  Park  Avenue,  Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 


Blake  Estates  is  financed  by  the  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency  and  apartments  are 
leased  on  an  open  occupancy  basis 


EQUAL  HOUSINC  OPPORTUNITY 
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Advanced  Electronics,  Inc 


745  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  •  BOSTON,  MA  02111  •  617-482.5266 
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Greetings  to  the 
Community 
for  the  New  Year 
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McNamara  House— 783-5490 

69  Holton  St.,  Allston 

Brockton  Commons— 584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 

Faxon  Commons— 472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery,  Quincy 

Stone  Run  •  east— 331-2525 

8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

Weymouth  Commons/east— 335-4773 
66  Rockway  Ave.,  Weymouth  . 
Academy  Building  Apartments— 674-1111 
102  South  Main  St.,  Fall  River 
Lincoln  School  Apartments— 749-8677 
86  Central  St.,  Hingham 

Hanover  Legion  Elderly  Apartments— 871-3049 

Spring  St.,  Hanover 

Stratton  Hill  Park- 852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  St.,  Worcester 

Saugus  Commons— 233-8477 

21  Newhall  Ave.,  Saugus- 

Andover  Commons— 470-2611 

.30  Railroad  St., 

Andover 


Open  ^ 
Daily  © 

10-6  PM. 

No  Pets  Please 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


Managed  by  John  M.  Corcoran  &  Co. 
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